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© Speaker addresses 
college’s need for better 
access for the disabled 


By CAMILLE DUCEY 
Editor 


e first thing Jeanne Kincaid noticed 

as she drove onto NECC’s campus 

was the absence of directions to ac- 

cessible parking for people with disabili- 
ties. 

The disability law expert was here to 
present a series of workshops for faculty, 
administrators and students. 

Kincaid parked across from the student 
center and then had to contend with curbs 
and stairs as she hauled a cart full of 
paraphernalia for her presentation on the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. 

“How would someone in a wheelchair 
get into this building? There is no indica- 
tion where one should go,” she told each 
group at the beginning of the workshops. 
She said without proper signs to direct 
disabled people to accessible parking, the 
college was not compliant with the law. 

Kincaid, an attorney, author, and teacher 
of disability law, spent over six hours at the 
college offering instruction, case studies 
and advice to employees during question 
and answer sessions. 

Wearing a headset microphone and us- 
ing a slide projector, she fielded questions 
on the Americans with Disabilities Act and 
Section 504 rules for post-secondary educa- 
tion settings. 

Several specialized workshops were 
planned throughout the morning for de- 
partment heads and staff members in stu- 
dents services. The groups were able to 
voice their concerns and frustrations over 
confidentiality issues and their responsi- 
bilities and obligations in dealing with 
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people who have disabilities such as 
Tourette’s syndrome, bipolar disorder, at- 
tention deficit hyperactivity, and hearing, 
learning and visual impairments. 

Under the law, a student is obliged to 
document a disability with the learning 
accommodations center if requesting spe- 
cial accommodations. The student does not 
have to disclose the nature of the disability 
to the instructor, however. 

Kincaid presented each group with pack- 
ets ofinformation on the laws pertaining to 
proper classroom procedures, test accom- 
modations, academic adjustments, confi- 
dentiality and conflict issues between fac- 
ulty and students with special needs. 

She asKed associate director of deaf and 
‘hard of hearing services Lisa DeWindt 
Sommer, why it was important to have 
closed captioned titles on videos during a 
classroom lecture even when an interpreter 
was present. 

“Because the lights are out and you can’t 
watch the screen and the interpreter at the 
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Higher education at a crossroad 


By STEVE LANDWEHR 
Editor 


ecent issues of the Observer have 
Ream front-page stories about the 

aculty association’s fight to improve 
its members’ salaries. While the union hopes 
for a timely and positive outcome, that 
battle is just the tip ofan iceberg the state’s 
education system is steaming toward. 


And like the Titanic’s fateful journey, 
the results of the collision will have long- 
term implications for all the parties in- 
volved. 

At the center of the controversy is the 
very nature of community colleges, state 

See EDUCATION, Page 8 
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Union divided on work load 


@ Many appear resigned 
to teaching 15 hours per 
week to get better pay 


By STEVE LANDWEHR 
Editor 


e Board of Higher Education’s insis- 
tence that professors accept an in- 
creased course load appears to be 
melting the resolve of the faculty associa- 
tion. For several years the board, particu- 
larly Chairman Jim Carlin, has demanded 
that professors accept an increased course 
load. 

Although union members have vowed 
for months they would not accede to that 
demand, some are beginning to see a five- 
course work load as not only inevitable, but 
also as a possible bargaining chip. 

In a sometimes heated discussion. at its 
most recent meeting, several union mem- 
bers suggested that simply continuing to 
say “No” every time the BHE broaches the 
subject would only delay the inevitable, and 
Association President Joseph T. LeBlanc 


asked members if there might be more 
creative ways to approach the issue. 

“If our response to the increased work 
load is just a ‘No,’ you can play that game,” 
he said. “But I'll tell you where that game is 
going to go. They’re going to drag us on 
about classification, they're going to drag 
us on about the next round of contract 
talks, and you'll have your four — course 
load, but you'll be paid worse than anyone 
in a K- 12 system in the Merrimack Valley.” 

Massachusetts is one of a handful of 
states where professors are not required to 
teach five courses per semester, and the 
BHE is using that fact as leverage. The board 
has told ‘the Massachusetts Community 
College Council that when classification is 
resolved, community college professors in 
the state will be paid at a level equivalent to 
the 75th percentile of the average of profes- 
sors in the top ten industrial states. 

Association member Ed Spinney asked 
his fellow members whether it was reason- 
able to expect that to happenif they did not 
accept an increased workload. 

“Classification is of the essence, there’s 
no question about that,” he said. “However, 
I don’t see how that can happen if we’re 


See UNION, Page 7 
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Stop the violence 


he Clothesline Project 

hits close to home. The 

faces are all the same: 
Women, children, andin some 
cases even men, are abused by 
their loved ones every day. 
Domestic violence affects all of 
us in some way. The Clothes- 
line Project reminds all of us 


‘that this problem exists and 


that we all have to take a stand 
and do our part to stop the 
abuse. 

The project brings people 
together to give testimony 
about the types of violent acts 
such as incest, child abuse and 
domestic assault that exist in 
homes all over the world. 

Survivors of domestic vio- 
lence will hang T-shirts shoul- 
der to shoulder, representing 
the victims who have been 


killed or beaten by their loved, 


ones, and to show people there 


is a growing problem in our 
society and someone has to 
take that first step to, “Stop 
the Violence.” 

People all over the world 
spend April 11 - 16 trying to 
create awareness of how as- 
tounding the facts about vio- 
lence really are. 

According to FBI reports, a 
women is beaten every 15 sec- 
onds by a husband or a boy- 
friend in the United States: 
Domestic violence is the lead- 
ing cause of injury to women 
between the ages of 15 - 44, 
according to a U.S. Surgeon 
General report. 

Awareness is the key to solv- 
ing the problem, and we should 
all become a part of the solu- 
tion and not just ignore it. 


Personal view of Balkans 


To the editor: 

I found your Observer opinion on 
Kosovo to be interesting. Long- 
term presence of international 
police forces is not truly the an- 
swer. 

The best the international com- 
munity can do for everlasting 
peace in the region is to create 
solid democratic and economic 
conditions for Bosnians, Serbians 
and ethnic Albanians to heal them- 
selves. — 

And such a tangible process 
can only be achieved if Slobodan 
Milosevic is removed from power. 
Milosevic is a criminal, and his 
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objective remains to conquer 
Kosovo for greater Serbian con- 
trol. Kosovo was Serbia’s first ob- 
jective in 1988 at the onset of war 
to overrun Kosovo and strategi- 
cally position massive artillery for 
easy invasion of the southern pen- 
insula of Bosnia and onward to 
Croatia. 

I lived in the Balkans for most 
of 1998, and travelled throughout 
many multi-ethnic communities, 
from Zagreb to Sarajevo. The vast 
majority of people simply want to 
live in a peaceful, pluralistic envi- 
ronment. 

It’s only the few terrorist groups 
in Belgrade at the helm of Milosevic 
who want to pursue a greater 
Serbia and possibly more ethnic 
cleansing. Of course, Milosevic 
doesn’t want NATO forces in the 
region enforcing a peace agree- 
ment, this will only weaken his 
hand of control. 

If we want long, sustaining 
peace in.the region, we must first 
solve the heart of the problem 
before curing the symptoms. 

Dave Manning 
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What stories would you like 
to see in the Observer? 


James Horton, criminal justice 

“I would like to see more stories 
that contain culturally — diverse 
issues.” 


Joanna Jones, journalism 

“I would like to see more local 
stories about the community, and 
poetry from students.” 


Eric Manzi, business 
“T would like to see more on how 
teams are doing in sports.” 


David Cousins photos 


Guillermo Mendez, business 
“More of the outside, like what’s 
going on in other places in the 
world.” 


Kate Mauro, liberal arts 

“I would like to see more poetry, 
short stories and more stories on 
music.” 


Christine Grammas, business 

“I wish they would write articles 
about ethnic dances. It’s impor- 
tant in life and in education.” 
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Kosovo: It's back out now 


@ Continuing the 
campaign is right, 
but there are always 
consequences 


he news media hungers for 

it. Any updates about it per- 

meate all of television, and 

often interrupt a nightly sitcom. 

The “it” is Kosovo, and it’s in our 

faces more than ever. As it should 
be. 

American service men and 
women are heading toward this 
little known province to put their 
lives on the line in the name of 
freedom for the average Kosovar 
civilian. A civilian who is.now a 
refugee, or close to being one at 
any moment. 

Weare, in fact, fighting for our 
nation’s freedom from deeper ob- 
ligation. As President Clinton said 
recently, ifwe don’t act now, we'll 
have to act later, with more conse- 
quences to us both in lives and in 
cost if conflict spreads. 

America should continue its 
role in helping bring peace to 
Kosovo, as long as we’re not the 
main operational force. Unfortu- 
nately, this isn’t happening. Planes 
from the United States outnum- 
ber all of NATO’s. 

If ground troops are ever 
needed, which is becoming like- 
lier every day, the United States 
must not supply even half of the 
troops needed. Such a deployment 
of soldiers must be evenly divided 
among capable NATO members. 
This is a European conflict, and 
Europe should take the lead. 

The Muslim world ought to be 
helping the Muslim Kosovo people 
more. Every Islamic country, with 
the exception of Iran, is deciding 
to take a blind eye to Kosovo. 

Even Iran isn’t doing that much. 
It’s sending about 30 tons of food. 
That’s nothing for a country of 
Iran’s size. 

And as relief workers always 
tell the public, they don’t need 
food or clothes—they need money. 

Most Americans don’t realize 
that Slobodan Milosevic, Serbia’s 
leader, has almost reached his goal 
of “ethnically cleansing” Kosovo. 
This means he’s turned most of 
Kosovo’s ethnic Albanian Muslims 
into refugees, paving the way for 
Serbians to enter and re-claim the 
province. Kosovo had close to 1.8 
million non-Serbian residents. This 
equals about 9 Kosovars for every 
Serb. 

There are so many refugees in 
areas surrounding Kosovo now, 
people are dying in the very camps 
that aré supposed to be their ref- 
uge. There’s simply not enough 
food and attention for everyone. 

Some claim there is enough, 
but that certain countries are be- 


ing difficult about letting all the 
aid through. For instance, 
Macedonia gives very little aid to 
the refugees it is temporarily hous- 
ing. There are different theories 
on Macedonia’s reason for this. 
One is that they don’t want to 


-anger Serbian authorities. 


Another is that by giving refu- 
gees aid in their country, 
Macedonian officials might be 
making these desperate people feel 
safe and welcome in Macedonia. 

By all accounts so far, however, 
they’re not welcome by the gov- 
ernment, and not entirely safe 
either. Macedonia is asmall, strug- 
gling nation. Nobody ‘wants any 
needy people or another problem. 

Although we may not be as 
close to the conflict as the rest of 
Europe, we’re a part of NATO and 
need to help militarily. But this 
help needs to be well thought out, 
with exit strategies and a time 
frame for involvement. 

The last thing anybody wants 
is another Vietnam, and the com- 
mitment of many Serbian soldiers, 
as well as the harsh mountainous 
terrain could mean just that in 
Serbia if we’re not careful. 

Inaconflict where many Ameri- 
cans debate our role to begin with, 
we should, at the very least, have 
clear objectives and military com- 
mitments, and concise times for 
withdrawing whatever we deploy. 

Getting shot at, injured or killed 
in a military committment is al- 
ways part of the territory, and as 
Americans, we’ve already paid a 
significant price. ; 

One ofourF117-A Stealth Bomb- 
ers was shot down, and at a cost of 
nearly $1 billion a plane, it wasn’t 
an easy loss. 

While patrolling the border 
between Macedonia and Kosovo, 
three of our servicemen were ab- 
ducted out of their Hummer by 
Serbian forces. They’re now pris- 
oners of war, and their where- 
abouts are not known. 

There are also the Russians. 
They’ve always had a natural af- 
finity for their Slavic Serb cousins, 
and are embittered by the bomb- 
ing of Serbia. 

Moscow. desperately needs 
money from the West to help its 
redline economy recover. However, 
it also feels that it’s a matter of 
pride to help Serbia in its time of 
need. 

What this boils down to is that 
once Boris Yeltsin has left office 
(which isn’t far away ), Russia will 
be a breeding ground for ultra- 
nationalism and anti-West senti- 
ments. The ingredients are present. 

NATO is expanding to Russia’s 
back door. Poland and even former 
soviet republics like Lithuania have 
expressed interest in joining NATO. 
It’s not difficult to see how this 
would intimidate Russia. 

There’s also the fact that many 
in Russia are resentful of the 
United States for forcing its brand 
of capitalism on Russia. They feel 
this has led to corruption, the 
Russian mob, loss of jobs, collapse 
of the economy, and shortages in 
housing and food. 

Add to all this the fact that the 
West (the United States and NATO) 
are attacking Serbia, a sovereign 
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nation that Russia has ethnic and 
economical ties to. We’re going to 
have to start doing everything in 
our power not to sink into an- 
other Cold War. 

Another unfortunate develop- 
ment in this ordeal is the fact that 
because of Serbia’s 
control of its media, 
most Serbs think the 
West is attacking 
them personally for 
some kind of mate- 
rial gain, or venge- 
fulness. 

This, of course, 
does not describe 
Western intentions 
in Kosovo. It does de- 
scribe what the Na- 
zis were doing in 
World War Il. As one 
journalist put it, 
“They (the Serbian 
people) don’t differ- 
entiate between the 


bomb of the 
Luftwaffe and NATO 
bombings.” 


It’s not ideal that 
civilians have to feel 
and see destruction 
in their own coun- 
try in order for us to 
send a message to 
Milosevic. However 
undesirable, it is 
quite necessary. The 
United States is re- 
ally the only coun- 
try that Milosevic 
fears. He has threat- 
ened nearby coun- 
tries like Albania, 
Bulgaria, Romania, 
and Hungary not to 
support NATO at all. 

If we weren’t in 
this area militarily, 
Milosevic and his 
thug-governed mili- 
tary would have a 
field day in the re- 
gion. 

None of us want 
to be in a situation 
where a country 
we're obligated to 
defend through 
treaty becomes 
sucked into the con- 
flict. As it stands 


right now, we're obligated to help 
NATO nations that simply “feel” 
threatened. 

I'm convinced that we have 
interests in stopping the killing in 
Kosovo, but for those who aren’t— 
and they are numerous—let’s 


KILL ALL 
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change our position in NATO for 
the future, but at this time we are 
obligated. Let’s stay prudent in 
action, yet driven and unified asa 
nation in this war for peace. 
Contact Nathan Scott by email at 
NHsx@hotmail.com. 
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@ Michelangelo’s 
David: Is it art or 
pornography? 


think it would be fair to say 
I that I am a well-rounded, cul- 

tured person. I enjoy the sym- 
phony, appreciate’ the works of 
Picasso, devour Shakespearean 
sonnets, and listen to Howard 
Stern. 

Hence, my self-proclaimed nick- 
name: “Renaissance Man.” 

Yes, I’m well aware you didn’t 
realize I am well-rounded or cul- 
tured or could even spell renais- 
sance. 

You have been under the im- 
pression that when it comes to art 
or culture or any serious aspect of 
life not having to do with remov- 
ing lint from dryers, plucking 
pesky nose hairs, or referring to 
smokers as “goobers,” I might just 
be a tiny bit unsophisticated. 

Well, as the immortal Gomer 
Pyle (I am showing my age) often 
gushed: “SURPRISE, SURPRISE, 
SURPRISE!!!” 

I act (4 grade play— 
“Charlotte’s Web”), read books 
with hard covers and floss daily. 

Over the past few years, I have 
been subjected to massive doses of 
classical music. My wife lives and 
breathes classical music. 

Research studies have shown 
that listening to classical music 
makes you smart. 

, When I listen, I feel smart for 
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two, perhaps three, minutes. And 
then something inexplicable hap- 
pens, something which none of 
these smarty — pants researchers 
have mentioned in connection 
with listening to classical music. 

After three minutes of listen- 
ing to unadulterated classical 
music, I feel like going out and 
buying one of those $99 trillion, 
glow-in-the-dark cruise missiles 
(batteries included) and blowing 
the freakin’ Beethoven CD to 
smithereens. 

Whew! Sorry, that was the “pre- 
Reinassance Man” alter ego talk- 
ing. : 

Along with my acting career 
and the flossing, Iam also a proud 
card-carrying member of the 
Michelangelo Buonarroti fan club. 
I dig Michelangelo. Michelangelo 
is “Da Man.” 

Back in my pre-cultured days, 
when reading Sports Illustrated 
and the morning sports page ful- 
filled my recommended daily al- 
lowance for reading, Larry Bird 
was “Da Man.” No more. No sir. 

For the culturally challenged, I 
refer to Michelangelo: not the 
inane Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtle, but the man who spent 
four years lying on his back on 
scaffolding, painting beautiful re- 
ligious images and “Michelangelo 
Class of 1500” on the ceiling of the 
Sistine Chapel. 

Cripes, my back hurts just 
watching the mechanic lying on 
his back changing my car’s oil! 

Michelangelo not only has a lot 
of vowels in his name, but was one 
of the most inspired creators in 
the history of art. 

He, along with Leonardo “don’t 
call me Leo” da Vinci, is consid- 
ered to be the most potent force in 
the Italian High Renaissance. 

Asasculptor, architect, painter, 
poet, butcher, baker and candle- 
stick maker, he exerted a tremen- 
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dous influence on his contempo- 
raries and on subsequent Western 
artists in general. 

In addition to painting the ceil- 
ing of the Sistine Chapel, he 
worked as an architect on the 
dome of Saint Peter’s Basilica, and 
sculpted many fine works includ- 
ing Madonna of the Stairs, The 
Pieta, and the cow perched on the 
roof of the Hilltop Steakhouse. 

His name has become synony- 
mous with “masterpiece.” 

Recently, one of his master- 
pieces, and perhaps his most fa- 
mous sculpture, has caused trem- 
ors of seismic proportions at NECC. 
I speak of the divine David. 

David appeared in his birth- 
day suit on Parnassus (NECC’s In- 
ter-Arts magazine) flyers posted 
around campus and ina recent ad 
placed in the Observer. 

Above him were printed the 
words “EXPOSE YOURSELF!” 

David is the gigantic (fourteen 
foot) marble sculpture which 
Michelangeo produced between 
1501-1504. 

The Old Testament hero is de- 
picted as a lithe, NUDE (Ohmygod!) 
youth, muscular and alert, look- 


ing off into the distance as if siz- 
ing up the enemy Goliath or “Stone 
Cold” Steve Austin, whom he has 
not yet encountered. 

The muscular, alert David, with 
his exposed “JOHNSON,” caused 
an acute outbreak of the heeby- 
jeebies among the Puritanical 
NECC family. 

Several dolts, masquerading as 
NECC students, posted tacks, 
pieces of tape, and in one instance 
a paper shamrock over David’s 
“BILL CLINTON.” 

Other flyers had insightful com- 
ments by future Rhodes Scholar 
candidates written over David’s 
“TINY TIM.” It gets worse. 

Sources—who spoke behind the 
cloak of anonymity, fearful of end- 
ing up like Fredo Corleone in The 
Godfather II with their bodies 
dumped in Kenoza Lake — tell me 
that some prudish, conservative, 
Jesse Helms-fearing faculty mem- 
bers objected to David as well. 

Upon hearing this, my skin felt 
like glowing hot brass. My scalp 
tingled, my teeth ached. 

What’s wrong with these 
people? Nudity is not always por- 
nography just as “suck” is not 


Submit materials to Parnassus Box 
(Art to Room C317P) 


Haverhill: Located outside C317T 
Lawrence: Located in the lobby 


Deadline: Wednesday March 24th 
Show us your creative side ! 


POETRY 
STORIES 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
GRAPHICS 
ONE-ACT PLAYS 


SONG LYRICS 


always vulgar language. : 

The context counts. In my opin- 
ion, Michelangelo’s David is art; 
Penthouse pinups are porn. 

After my blood stopped boil- 
ing, I thought of “Da Man,” and 
wondered what he would have 
made of this fuss. 

I pictured him, Leonardo da 
Vinci, and William Shakespeare 
sitting around up in heaven, sip- 
ping coffee, talking about the Red 
Sox and Monica’s book, and roll- 
ing their eyes at NECC. 

MICHELANGELO: (sounding 
like Joe Pesci in “Goodfellas”) 
What’s ata matta wit’ doze people 
at NECC? I worka wit’ deze hands, 
without a Sears Craftsman Chisel, 


for four hard years on David! 


SHAKESPEARE: Tis much ado 
about nothing. 

MICHELANGELO: Doze people 
don’t get it, Leonardo! 

LEONARDO: (sounding like 

Marlon Brando in the “Godfather,” 
patting Michelangelo on the shoul- 
der) Michelangelo, have a cannoli. 
Dem people at NECC know nothin’ 
about art. Fuggedaboutit!! 
Contact Mark Behan by e-mail at 
behanms@aol.com. 
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@ 93.7 wasn’t just a 
station, but a state 
of mind 


; thought it was just a broken 
I record that day, but boy, was I 

wrong. April Fool’s Day turned 
into a nightmare for me and it 
wasn’tjustajoke. In one fell swoop, 
a part of my past has been erased 
and the good times are gone. The 
Eagle has landed-—crashed, burned 
and died, baby. 

The demise of my. favorite ra- 
dio station has left me tarred, 
feathered and naked in the cold. 
Instead of soaring with Steve 
Miller’s “Fly Like an Eagle” I’m 
stuck with Gloria Gaynor’s “I Will 
Survive” on the new WSTR Star 
93.7 fm. I really don’t know 
whether I will recover from this 
one. 

It was bad enough when the 
former Eagle decided to combine 
early 1980s tunes with the classic 
1970s songs that had become their 
trademark. That was children’s 
aspirin compared to the jagged 
little pills I have to swallow now. 

Suddenly it’s Alanis 
Morrissette, Will Smith and Men 
at Work for the citizens of Boston, 
who were just the day before cruis- 
ing to the Allman Brothers and 


Credence Clearwater Revival. 
I'd rather listen to some of the 


newer country tunes like those. 


from Shania Twain and classics 
from Garth Brooks than keep my 
dial on another pseudo-KISS 108. 

The Boston music scene’s been 
looking for something else to put 
it on the map since the success of 
Aerosmith, the early 1990s 
Lemonheads and the Mighty 
Mighty Bosstones began cooling 
off on the charts. Creating an- 
other pop station certainly isn’t 
the way to explore the work of 
original artists who can actually 
play their own instruments and 
don’t need back up to carry a tune. 

I’ve got nothing against at-work 
stations, primarily Mix 98.5, which 
actually introduced the funky Ca- 
nadian band Barenaked Ladies to 
Bean Town. I'll listen to Bach and 
Beethoven, flip to Creed on WAAF, 
switch over to Love Songs at Night 
on 106.7 if need be (that is, ifthere 
are commercials on my regular 
stations), and I’m even a fan of 
WJMN 94.5 fm. Jammin’ has re- 
placed the station formerly known 
as Eagle for my first program but- 
ton. 

A former top-40 company and 
KISS twin, they broke off five years 
ago to start something new. What 
emerged was Boston’s baby, with 
fresh energy in rap and old-school 
beats, and unpredictable DJs who 
keep audiences laughing and 
guessing about what they'll say 
next. 

With an occasional dirty dia- 
per, I’ve enjoyed watching Jammin’ 
cut its teeth over the years with a 
format that’s actually original. I 


applaud them for having the in-: 


tegrity to stick with it. 


Nothing compares (not in the 
Sinead O’Connor sense) to my first 
foray into the world of classic rock, 
though. Like a former addict, I 
must stand in front of the crowd 
and confess — my name is Carley 
Thornell, and I was once a KISS 
junkie. 

Like most kids in the eighth 
grade, I just wanted to fit in and 
top-40 malarkey is the way to doit. 
My journey into high school, 
though, and a series of long car 
trips with my parents “back in the 
good old days” introduced me toa 
whole new beat. 

Another generation’s music, 
that of my parents, includes some 
great harmonies and instrumen- 
tal riffs to keep crowds going for 
hours. Other kids at Haverhill High 
were already on the same trail. My 
first concert was Steve Miller at 
UNH, attended by about half ofmy 
classmates. 

My first CD was The Eagles’ 
“Hell Freezes Over,” though I’m 
ashamed to admit that it’s a re- 
union compilation. There’s noth- 
ing like an original classic tune to 
take me back to a place where I 
was willing to explore new music, 
and for others, the time period in 
which they were created. 

Like reminiscences about 
grandma evoked by smells from 
the kitchen, music captures mo- 
ments in time. Songs turn into 
emotional experiences, and parts 
ofus fly by when we surf the radio 
waves. 

That’s why I was crushed when 
the “Artist,” formerly known as 
“The Artist Formerly Known as 
Prince” and once upon a time just 
plain “Prince,” was featured from 
7 a.m. to 3 p.m. April 1 on Eagle. It 


was his “1999,” played continu- 
ously, and it is, I’m sure the big- 
gest Y2K problem I'll encounter. 

If you want to talk about faulty 
chips, get inside the radio execu- 
tives’ heads that decided to kami- 
kaze one of the state’s most popu- 
lar stations. 

If they thought something new 
would attract a bigger audience, 
they’re wrong, because every time 
I’ve flipped through, the only thing 
to be heard is actually music. 

That’s one upside — if you like 
the Bee Gees, that is. There’s a 
reason why a movie exists called 
“The Last Days of Disco,” because 
it’s dead, unless you count Sweat 
Hog John Travolta in syndication. 

After the Artist, and I use that 
term loosely, finished his last 
round, the station announced its 
format change. Then came pop 
and disco tunes from Boy George, 
Donna Summer and Backstreet 
Boys. That’s not the kind of junk I 


fallen 


) 
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Columnist is 
begging for 
mercy after 
Eagle 93.7 
changed its 
format. 


want to ring in the new millen- 
nium with. The only thing ringing 
is my ears. 

The icing on the station change 
“pop”tart is that it was done on 
April Fool’s Day, so many faithful 
Eagle listeners thought it was a 
prank. Like a kid on Christmas 
Day, I couldn’t wait to wake up 
the next morning with a steady 
stream of classic rock, and then 
tune into Balthazar’s hilarious 
morning show for the drive to 
work. Boy George, was I wrong. I 
wanted to hear Steve Miller’s “The 
Joker,” but was tricked instead. 

Like the Eagle that has now 
passed on, so has a part of my past. 
It hasn’t gone though, without 
ruffling my feathers. I’m trying to 
pass the message on now by way 
of the passenger pigeon without 
getting stung by the poisonous 
Bee Gee. 

Contact Carley Thornell by e-mail at 
observer@necc.mass:edu. 


Lawrence library works with old computers 


@ Outdated PCs are 
breaking down 
frequently 


By DAVID COUSINS 
News Editor 


T= Lawrence campus library 
has a noticeable lack of com- 
puters, and a significant 
number of computers that don’t 
work. There are only two comput- 
ers for students to use. 

“There is a 25 percent popula- 
tion at Lawrence, compared to 75 
percent here at Haverhill,” said 
Linda Hummel-Shea, coordinator 
of library services. “ We were given 


a donation of seven PCs at the 
beginning of the semester.” 

Data General Corp. donated the 
equipment to the Haverhill cam- 
pus, and one of the PCs was given 
to the Lawrence campus library. 

“We're giving another PC to 
Lawrence so they will have three,” 
said Shea. “Lawrence has smaller 
space, because there are far less 
students attending.” 

When the Bentley Library 
opened, it was given a sum of 
money out of which new furnish- 
ings and equipment were provided 
to the Lawrence campus. 

“I don’t feel that they excluded 
the Lawrence library at all,” librar- 
ian Ellen Madigan Pratt said. “It’s 
just that something is always go- 


ing wrong with this equipment. 
Computers are slow, because most 
of the ones here at NECC are out- 
dated. Most of the time the tele- 
communications are not working 
the way they should.” 

Pratt said most of the equip- 
ment is what she would call hand- 
me-downs from the Bentley Li- 
brary. She feels neither campus 
has enough equipment to accom- 
modate the number of students. 

“I have requested for the new 
fiscal year that two more comput- 
ers be added to the Lawrence li- 
brary,” Hummel-Shea said. “We 
also have a shuttle service that 
brings students to the Haverhill 
campus from Lawrence to use the 
library there.” 


David Cousins Photo 


DOWN FOR THE COUNT: This computer is one of many not being 
used because it is frequently out of order. 


Registrar hired 


evin Stanley of Danvers has 

been hired as the Registrar at 
Northern Essex Community Col- 
lege. Stanley comes to Northern 
Essex from North Shore Commu- 
nity College, where he was the 
assistant registrar and an adjunct 


professor in philosophy and inter- 
disciplinary studies. 

He was previously employed 
at Arizona’s Yavapai College where 
he served as a professor of philoso- 
phy, department chair, co-direc- 


‘tor of the Honors Program and 


assistant to the registrar. 

“I am very excited to be work- 
ing at Northern Essex,” Stanley 
said. “It is an excellent opportu- 
nity for personal and professional 


growth in a progressive environ- 
ment. Technical advances are rap- 
idly growing and I wish to keep 
NECC out in front in the Registrar's 
area.” 


Hunger Walk 
set for May 2 


his year Project Bread is spon 
soring its 30 Anniversary 
“Walk for Hunger,” to be held on 


May 2, beginning and ending at 
the Boston Common. 

Registration begins at 9 a.m. 
on the day of the event. 

The walk will be 20 miles long, 
and buses will be at every check- 
point to get walkers back to the 
Boston Common finish line. 

The “T”, will offer free rides to 
anyone participating in the walk 
between 6 and 9 a.m. Just show 
your registration card. 


For more information on the 
Walk for Hunger, contact Project 
Bread at (617) 723-5000. 


General admission 
tickets to the Loretta 
LaRoche scholarship 
fundraiser will be 
offered to NECC 
students at the dis- 
counted price of $15.00. 
ID needed. 
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‘Speaker pushes for 
college to comply 
with disability law 


Continued from page 1 
same time,” she responded. 

One of her packets included highlights 
of her “sure fire ways to get in trouble” for 
faculty or staff who: 

V Presume to know something about 
disability. 

¥ Think they know about a disability 
because a family member has the same 
thing. 

Y Believe everyone with bipolar disor- 
der goes off their medication. 

Y Disagree with an expert. 

Y Believe everything they read on the 
Internet. ; 

VY Over-accommodate a student. 

V Recognize rights but forget responsi- 
bilities. 

At a luncheon for administrators, in- 
vited faculty and key personnel, Kiricaid 
emphasized violations of the ADA and Sec- 
tion 504 rules that the pollege needs to 
address. 

Learning accommodations director 
Roxanne Cirelli said a special access task 
force has been consulting with Vice Presi- 
dent of Administration. Mark Andrews since 
last September to address compliance is- 
sues and plans are currently underway to 
implement changes. 

Cirelli said she was thrilled to have 
Kincaid speak at the college. She said she 
learned even~more about the ADA and 
Section 504 laws from the presentation, 
particularly on confidentiality issues. 

Cirelli said she regularly distributes in- 
formation on the center, its services and 
requirements of the ADA, but feels she may 
not be reaching the entire college. 

She said some faculty members may not 
feel the need to know as much about the 
programs because they don’t currently have 


a special needs student in their class, but 


they could in the future. 

She said sometimes it is necessary to 
receive an instructor’s syllabus two or three 
months before the course begins so that it 
and the required textbooks can be con- 
verted to a tape for blind students. 

She also said there are certain circum- 
stances where an instructor can refuse an 
accommodation if it interferes with the 
technical standards or academic require- 
ments of the course. 

But she said it is important to under- 
stand the responsibilities and obligations 
under the law and the need to work through 


How would someone 
in a wheelchair get 
into this building? 
There is no 
indication where one 
should go. 


her department when accommodating a 
student. 

“Tt’s the responsibility of every instruc- 
tor and every worker on campus to know 
Section 504 and what the responsibility is 
in meeting the laws. It’s important for 
instructors to know the difference between 
disabilities like information processing or 
attention problems versus carpal tunnel 
syndrome.” 

Cirelli said she received positive feed- 
back on the workshop. Staff and faculty 
who attended the talks were enthusiastic in 
their comments: 

“Tt was a fantastic workshop. Kincaid is 
a dynamic speaker who is informative, 
knowledgeable and caring,” said Paula 
Emerson of the academic computer lab 
support services. 

Emerson is responsible for helping stu- 
dents with software programs in the aca- 
demic computer labs and works closely 
with the learning accommodations center 
in installing and maintaining special soft- 
ware for students with disabilities. 

She said the lab uses programs such as 
Zoom Text Xtra and Zoom Text Plus that 
enlarge the screen and are voice activated 
for visually and hearing impaired students 
enrolled in courses at both campuses. 

Emerson said former student Brian 
Coppola, who now works for the college as 
a consultant, helps with the software pro- 
grams. 

“He can understand how the software is 
working because he is hearing impaired 
and legally blind,” she said. 

Emerson said the workshop has made 
her even more aware of the needs of stu- 
dents with disabilities. 

“We are allina service-oriented environ- 
ment. We serve students, who are our cus- 
tomers. Our customers come first and we 
need to be aware, compassionate and yet do 
what is best for the student,” she said. 

“If I can give them one word to help 
them understand a step in a program that 
will empower them to be more indepen- 
dent, I'll do my best for them.” 

History and government instructor Gerry 
Morin said he attended one of the work- 
shops because he wanted to get updated on 
laws and the accommodations that are 
related to students’ disabilities. 

Morin said in the 30 years he has been 
teaching, he occasionally has a student who 
needs more time to take an exam and he 
usually grants the request. He also said that 
if a student were identified with a disabil- 
ity, he would make up a special exam and 
send it to the learning accommodations 
center. But he said not all students want to 
be identified because they are embarrassed 
or fear a stigma. 

“If people have some disability and it 
stands in the way of their learning, they 
should seek help. They should be diagnosed 
and get help,” he said. 

Morin said these students would benefit 
by learning how to cope with their disabil- 
ity which would be helpful later when they 
progress into the work place. 

Morin said some people use all kinds of 
means to get through a class. He said some- 
times a student would ask to use a tape 
recorder during lectures. He said he con- 
sents to the recording device but sees this 
as a possible sign of needing help. 

“If you find you can never really take 
notes and have difficulty in sorting things 


out mentally, you may need help.” 

Student David Miller, paralegal studies, 
attended the open forum in the afternoon. 

He said the learning accommodations 
center has a very strong presence at the 
college and the school is very committed to 
students with disabilities. 

“T’dlike to see more faculty interested in 
these topics. If they're not recognizing the 
needs of all students in their classrooms, 
then they’re not doing their jobs. I hope the 
faculty who are here spread the word,” 
Miller said. 

Cirelli said that through a partnership 
grant from Fitchburg State College, NECC 
receives $10,000 a year, which is divided 
between the learning accommodations cen- 
ter and the career development center. Her 
portion of the funds helps pay for her staff 
and the special accommodations for the 
300 special needs students. 

She said she was delighted to receive 
the additional $1,000 grant from Fitchburg 
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MAKING HER POINT: Jeanne Kincaid speaks to employees and students about the 
college’s obligations and responsibilites under the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
Kincaid is a nationally known expert on disability laws. 


to help pay for Kincaid’s presentation. The 
additional $500 needed was kicked in by the 
center for teaching and learning and the 
academic affairs department. 

Cirelli said she and Marie McDonnell, 
director of support education, set up the 
workshop. She said they faxed all the con- 
tracts, student records, release forms and 
other pertinent documentation used in the 
center for review by Kincaid. Cirelli said 


after the long day of presentations, Kincaid ~ 


spent two more hours with them going 
over every page, offering advice and recom- 
mendations. 
“I feel a tremendous burden has been 
lifted from my shoulders,” said Cirelli. 
Cirelli said she would like to hire more 
help and would like to print an official 
handbook of information on the center, the 
ADA, and Section 504 rules, instead of 
distributing loose packets. 
Contact Camille Ducey by e-mail at 
observer@necc.mass.edu. 
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Union looks ahead to next contract 


@ continued from page 1 


going to be compared to the top ten indus- 
trial states and they happen to have five 
courses and we happen to have four, you 
can wait until the cows come home! The 
fact is if they’re going to make that com- 
parison, you’ve got to accept that fifth 
course, whether you like it or not.” 

Not everyone agreed with Spinney’s ap- 
praisal of the issue. George Medelinskas 
argued the union should stand fast at four 
courses, noting it allowed professors to 
spend more time with their students, which 
he said was .a necessity at a community 
college. 

But another member, Barbara 
Stachniewcz, said that because her current 
salary was so low, she was forced to teach 
five courses already, so she would gladly 
accept a contract that called for five courses 
if it would increase her pay. 

The union’s willingness to concede to an 
increased work load appears to be driven by 
three factors: their inability to push the 
MCCC into gear; faculty associations at 
other community colleges around the state 
have not been as militant as NECC’s, and 
finally, Carlin’s resolve. 

Union members have expressed grow- 
ing dissatisfaction with the MCCC, and 
early in the meeting LeBlanc referred to it 
as a “2000 pound elephant on its ass.” He 
asked the members to e-mail the leadership 
at MCCC to prod them into action. 

The association’s pressure on the MCCC 
appears to have had some effect. Despite 
repeated statements that legislation to fund 
classification should not be filed until the 
study was completed, the council recently 
indicated it might request such a bill. 

At a meeting earlier this month, State 
Sen. Bruce Tarr told several association 
members that he was receptive to support- 
ing a classification funding bill, although 
he expressed some concern about the price 
tag. 

LeBlanc and Jim Bradley, NECC’s repre- 
sentative to MCCC’s board of directors, 
were scheduled to meet with the council on 
Friday afternoon to continue to pressure 
them for action. 

Contact Steve Landwehr by e-mail at 
slande19@mediaone.net. 


File photo 
COLLEGES JOIN FORCES: NECC has announced the latest recipients of its 
Employee Recognition Award Program. Shown receiving awards from NECC 
President Hartleb are Libby Jensen of Methuen, an administrative assistant in 
the college’s Center for Business and Industry; Sue Pelletier of Andover, an 
administrative assistant in the college’s Division of Math, Science and Technol- 
ogy; and Michael Kramer of Haverhill, an adjunct professor of math and music. 


3 employees recognized for service 


@ Instructor and two 
administraters honored 
for service to college 


ECC has announced the latest 
N ssn of its Employee Rec- 
ognition Award Program. 

Michael Kramer of Haverhill, who 
teaches math and music, was recog- 
nized for of enriching the cultural life of 
the college as well as for the hours he has 
spent outside the classroom helping stu- 
dents to foster a better attitude towards 
math. 

Sue Pelletier of Andover, an adminis- 
trative assistant in the Division of Math, 
Science and Technology, was honored 
for her continued support of students, 
faculty and staff and her ongoing com- 
mitment to making sure the needs of 
students are met. 

Libby Jensen of Methuen, an adminis- 


trative assistant with the college’s Cen- 
ter for Business and Industry, was com- 
mended for her exceptional work in the 
face of the recent changes and rapid 
growth occurring at the CBI. 

In addition, Jensen’s role at the CBI 
was recently expanded to allow her to 
serve as the center’s training services 
coordinator. 

The NECC Employee Recognition 
Award Program was started as a way to 
formally recognize the contributions of 
the college’s nearly 700 employees. 

Nominations for the awards are ac- 
cepted each quarter and an Employee of 
the Month is chosen for each calendar 
month. 

Each employee selected by the Per- 
formance Recognition Committee re- 
ceives a $100 gift certificate and re- 
served parking for one month. 

Their names will also be inscribed 
on a plaque in the Bentley Library. 


Haverhill, NECC to pursue separate projects 


@ Determine partnership 
for Technology and Fine 
Arts Center are a ‘no go’ 


pursue a joint building project in 

downtown Haverhill, announces 
Mayor James A. Rurak, President David 
Hartleb and Byron Matthews, chairman of 
the NECC Board of Trustees. 

The joint proposal, which has been un- 
der discussion for the past year, would have 
included combining a convention center 
for the city and a fine arts and technology 
center for the college. Both sides said they 
would continue to work independently on 
their separate projects. 

While both projects have been discussed 
for years, the idea of collaboration emerged 
when state legislation surfaced citing the 


Te city of Haverhill and NECC will not 


need, and potential $10 million funding, 
for the construction of a 100,000 square 
foot convention center in Haverhill 

Given the city’s desire to build a conven- 
tion center and the college’s intent to adda 
Fine Arts and Technology Center to its 
Haverhill campus, the two entered into a 
series of discussions to explore the possibil- 
ity of combining resources to build a facility 
in downtown Haverhill. 

However a consultant’s report, issued by 
the Executive Office of Administration and 
Finance in December 1998, determined the 
downtown Haverhill location was not suit- 
able for the type of convention center as 
originally described. 

Given that finding and the determina- 
tion that the city’s funding cannot be used 
as-a match to enhance the college project, 
it is desirable for each party to pursue its 
project separately Rurak, Hartleb and 
Matthews concluded. 

Rurak stated, “The parties worked long 


and hard at crafting a proposal which would 
meet the needs of all involved. I remain 
convinced that Haverhill can make a civic 
center work and will continue to enthusias- 
tically pursue this goal. I want to thank 
President Hartleb and Byron Matthews, the 
chair of the Board of Trustees, for the 
genuine efforts that were made to explore 
the feasibility of a joint project.” 

Matthews said, “We deeply appreciate 
the initiative, interest and considerable ef- 
fort by Mayor Rurak to creatively explore 
ways for the city to partner with Northern 
Essex Community College in a major con- 
struction project. The college and city have 
a very close and positive working relation- 
ship and look forward to finding other-ways 
to partner in the future.” 

Hartleb said “While this joint project is 
not going forward, a strong foundation 
based on mutual respect and an excellent 
understanding and appreciation of our re- 
spective interests has been firmly laid.” 
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Coordinator honored 
for her contributions 


M” DiGiovanni of Reading, coordina- 
tor of human services programs at 
NECC, was recently honored at the 1999 
Department of Mental Retardation Annual 
State House Recognition Day in Boston. 

The ceremony, called “A Tribute to Those 
Who Contribute”, was held to recognize 
partnerships between people with mental 
retardation, DMR, local civic leaders and 
municipal and community organizations. 

DiGiovanni was honored for dedicating 
her career to educating service providers 
and inspiring students to choose a career 
providing support to persons with mental 
retardation. Through her work at Northern 
Essex, she coordinated and facilitated the 
development of the Merrimack Valley Part- 
nership, a group of six agencies that devel- 
oped a comprehensive orientation/training 
program for direct care staff. 

The program offers eight weeks of train- 
ing to new staff members and provides 
them with college credit upon, successful 
completion of the course. 

DiGiovanni was instrumental in writing 
the curriculum for the course and served as 
a member ofa national task force formed to 
develop skills standards in the human ser- 
vices field. The standards include commu- 
nication, assessment, community and ser- 
vice networking, vocational education, ca- 
reer support and crisis intervention. 

Northern Essex was the first Massachu- 
setts college to adopt the skills standards 
into its entire human services curriculum. 
DiGiovanni was nominated for the recogni- 
tion by members of the Merrimack Valley 
Partnership. 


Scholarships available 


pproximately 200 scholarships are avail- 
ble to students enrolled in a major at 
NECC. 

The criteria for eligibility are simple, 
requiring only a 2.0 GPA, nine completed 
credits and enrollment in fall classes. 

The college offers the scholarships each 
year, but student participation in the pro- 
gram has been declining, said Kim Tracey, 
financial aid representative. She said many 
students just don’t realize they are eligible, 
or believe their grades won’t qualify. As a 
result they are missing out on possible 
funds to help them. 

“All scholarships are not based on aca- 
demics,” said Tracey. “Over 50 percent are 
awarded based on need.” 

Tracey said that single parents, students 
with disabilities or students experiencing 
extenuating circumstances are all eligible ° 
for certain scholarships whether or not 
they are presently receiving financial aid. 

“They are two completely separate is- 
sues,” she said. 

Tracey said the college has sent out a 
mailing announcing available scholarships 
to eligible students based on enrollment 
information, but since it has no financial 
picture on each student, it cannot deter- 
mine who would be eligible based on need. 

She said the process requires eligible 
students to fill out financial aid forms and 
an application form that includes a brief 
personal statement of merit and need. 

Scholarships range from $100 to $1,500 
and are donated by various groups and 
organizations. 

Last year over $93,000 in scholarship 
funds were awarded to students. 

The deadline for applications is June 1, 
and notice of acceptance is usually sent out 
in August. 

For more information contact Tracey at 
556-3656. 

Camille Ducey 
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‘Higher education system pushed to change 


continued from page 1 

colleges, and even the K — 12 system. There 
is general agreement that the education 
system is not working as well as it should, 
(some have even publicly stated the K— 12 
system is failing), but the teachers unions, 
the Board of Education and the Board of 
Higher Education see different causes for 
the problem, and different solutions. 

Polarization of opinion began in 1995 
with the appointment of James Carlin as 
Chairman of the state’s Board of Higher 
Education, and was further cemented when 
Governor Paul Cellucci appointed James 
Peyser to replace John R. Silber as chairman 
of the Board of Education. 

Neither Carlin nor Peyser has a back- 
ground in education, (which may be one 
reason educators oppose them), and both 
men favor drastic changes to the higher 
education system that many faculty mem- 
bers find distasteful. 

Carlin is a multimillionaire who started 
several insurance and real estate compa- 
nies. He’s the type of no-nonsense business- 
man that many governors have recently 
appointed to reorganize public colleges. 
Among other things, he wants to: 

Abolish tenure for college professors. 

Y Require instructors to teach more 
than 12 hours a week. 

VY Reduce remediation instruction at 
state colleges. 

V Ban what he calls “meaningless” re- 
search. (Speaking before a group of busi- 
nessmen in the fall of 1997, he called 50 


percent of research outside the hard sci- 
ences “a lot of foolishness). 
While teacher’s organizations have re- 


acted most strongly to Carlin’s views on . 


tenure, the reduction of remedial instruc- 
tion could have great impact on commu- 
nity colleges. 

Remedial post-secondary education has 
become a hot topic in recent years, with 
several studies indicating that one third of 
the students entering college require reme- 
dial instruction, and 30 percent of those are 
entering four — year institutions. When 
taxpayers have already paid for a student’s 
K — 12 education, and then have to pay for 
remedial education in college, they are in 
effect being billed twice. 

The BHE is concerned the quality of 
education at four-year schools is dimin- 
ished if a large portion of remedial work is 
being done there, and therefore adopted 
tougher admission standards for state col- 
leges for the 1997 — 98 school year. 

Ultimately, the BHE’s goal is to have all 
remedial instruction done by community 
colleges. While it may be true this will 
increase the stature of four-year colleges, it 
is also true that it is cheaper to educate a 
student ata community college than a state 
college, making the proposition an “easy 
sell” with taxpayers. 

But it begs the question of the responsi- 
bility the K — 12 system has for producing 
college-ready students. 

And is the primary function of commu- 
nity colleges to complete an education that 


should have been completed before stu- 


* dents arrived there? The MCAS testing pro- 


gram is one controversial example of the 
type of accountability legislators and the 
publics are beginning to demand from the 
educational system. 

As increasing numbers of remedial stu- 
dents are funneled into the community 
college system, will the quality of an educa- 
tion at those institutions be diluted the 
same way the BHE saw remedial education 
coloring a degree from four-year schools? 

Two-year colleges have traditionally 
served many roles. For some students, they 
have been an affordable stepping stone toa 
college degree; for others they have pro- 
vided sufficient affordable education to 
pursue their chosen career, and for still 
others they have provided an affordable 
opportunity to improve their on-the-job 
skills or even pursue a career change. 

While all of those functions contain the 
word “affordable,” none of them has any- 
thing to do with completing a high school 
education. 

While it may never be possible to elimi- 


nate remedial education, is it fair or even- 


wise to ask an institution of higher learning 
to take on this burden? 

-The BHE has imposed enrollment caps 
on the state colleges. They are not supposed 
to admit more 15 percent of students who 
do not meet minimum academic criteria 
for the school and no more than 10 percent 
who need remedial reading, writing of math 
classes. 


The remaining remedial students who 
seek a public education will have to enroll 
in community colleges. 

Can the community college system con- 
tinue to offer the diverse range of opportu- 
nities they have in the past, faced with the 
influx of that many remedial students? And 
will the school’s reputations be diminished 
by the number of remedial programs that 
influx will necessarily demand? 

Many community college students al- 
ready feel some of their classes are barely 
more difficult than high school courses. 

In some cases, this may be a reflection 
on the curriculum, but faculty associations 
argue the salaries offered to full-time pro- 
fessors at community colleges are insuffi- 
cient to attract and retain the best instruc- 
tors. 

The next volley in this war of words 
should come this summer, when the fac- 
ulty association’s current contract expires. 
Carlin has said he will personally lead the 
negotiations, and he has made his opposi- 
tion to current contract language a matter 
of public record. 

But it will likely be just a war of words, 
as the chances of the classification study 
being completed by then are almost nonex- 
istent, and the BHE and the union are 
unlikely to deal with specific contract terms 
until it is done. 

There’s not likely to be much of a colli- 
sion this summer, but don’t put out the 
deck chairs just yet. Contact Steve Landwehr by 
e-mail at slande19@mediaone.net. 


INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY 


At Fitchburg State College 


Choose the college with the most 
comprehensive Industrial Technology 


THE CLINICAL LAB 
SCIENCES PROGRAM 


At Fitchburg State College 


program in Massachusetts — 


Fitchburg State... The Leadership College 


When you choose a major in Industrial 
Technology or Technology Education, 


you'll be able to create a program of study 


that will prepare you for a career in the 
real world. Concentrate in: 


- 4 ° Architectural Technology 


ef 


¢ Construction Technology 

* Electronics Engineering Technology 

¢ Energy Engineering Technology 

¢ Graphics Technology 

¢ Manufacturing Engineering Technology 
¢ Technical Theater 


or create an interdisciplinary major 
by sharing coursework with the 
Education Department. 


¢ Every student has an internship 
opportunity at exciting local businesses 
like - Compaq, GenRad, and Simplex 


© ¢ 93% placement rate, average 
annual starting salary $39,000 


TRAIN TO BE AN INDUSTRY LEADER 


To learn more about the 
Industrial Technology 
Program, please contact the 
Admissions Office for open 
house and visit options. 


Admissions Office 

160 Pearl Street 
Fitchburg, Ma 01420 
Phone: (978) 665-3144 
Fax: (978) 665-4540 
Email: admissions@fsc.edu 
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At THE LEADERSHIP COLLEGE 


Fitchburg State College 


Visit our web site at www.fsc.edu 


Fitchburg State’s Clinical Laboratory 
Sciences degree program is designed to meet 
the needs of students who have an interest in 
pursuing a medical or scientific career. For 
more than 30 years, our Clinical Laboratory 
Sciences Program has prepared graduates for 
exciting careers in research, biotechnology 
and public health. Our curriculum combines 
instruction in scientific theory with 
hands-on application. 


Why choose Fitchburg State’s 

Clinical Laboratory Sciences Program? 

* 3 areas of concentration - Medical 
Technology, Clinical Microbiology or 
Clinical Chemistry. 


¢ Participate in an exciting internship 
within our growing network of affiliate 
laboratories and hospitals. 


© The CLS program is accredited by the 
National Accrediting Agency for 
Clinical Laboratory Sciences 
(NAACLS-www.mces.net/~naacls). 


@ Nearly 100% of our graduates find 
employment either before or shortly 
after graduation. 


TRAIN TO BE A LEADER IN RESEARCH 


To learn more about the CLS 
Program, please contact 

Dr. Wanda Roguski, 
(978)665-3334 or 

e-mail wroguski@fsc.edu. 


Contact the Office of 
Admissions at 
(978)665-3144 

to arrange a tour of the 
college and department. 


AT 
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THE LEADERSHIP COLLEGE 


Fitchburg State College 


‘Visit our web site at www.fsc.edu/~cls 
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Fitchburg president denies he’s leaving 


@ Says he won't 
take job at Florida 
Gulf Coast school 


ITCHBURG, Mass. (AP) — 
} Fitchburg State College Presi 

dent Michael P. Riccards, 
named one of five finalists for the 
post of president of Florida Gulf 
Coast University, is scheduled to 
visit the southern school this week 
for more interviews. 

Meanwhile, Riccards has denied 
that he wants the new job, and 
said he didn’t even know he was in 
the running. 

“I'm very flattered — Florida 
has a fine system — but I intend to 
stay here at Fitchburg,” Riccards 
told The Telegram & Gazette of 
Worcester by phone. ; 

He said that unknown to him, 
he is nominated for “two or three” 
such jobs each year. 

-A Florida Gulf Coast spokes- 
man told the newspaper that a 
representative from the Pasadena, 
Calif.-consulting firm Berger & 
Morris, conducting the search for 
a new president, interviewed 
Riccards two weeks ago when he 
was in Rome, visiting with Pope 
John Paul Iland speaking to gradu- 
ate students about a book he wrote 
on the papacy. 

Berger & Morris released a re- 
port containing highlights of in- 
terviews with the five finalists for 


the Florida job, the Telegram & 
Gazette said. 

The newspaper said Riccards 
is quoted in the report as saying 
he is interested in the job because 
of the opportunities for growth at 
Florida Gulf Coast. 

“T have been the president of 
three institutions over a period of 
15 years,” he said, according to the 
report. “I can hit the track run- 
ning. My experience is probably 
my greatest strength.” 

Recently, the newspaper re- 
ported, a university spokesman 
said Riccards is scheduled to be 
interviewed by two selection com- 
mittees at the Florida campus this 
Thursday and Friday. 

The Telegram & Gazette said 
Riccards could not be reached at 
his home or office to comment on 
whether he will keep the Florida 
appointments. 

Riccards was appointed presi- 
dent of Fitchburg State in June 
1995: 

He came to Fitchburg from 
Shepherd College in Shepherds- 
town, W. Va., were he was presi- 
dent for six years. 

He also was president of St. 
John’s College in Santa Fe, N.M., 
from 1986 to 1989. 

Florida Gulf Coast University, 
near Fort Myers, opened two years 
ago, and is one of 10 state univer- 
sities in the state. Florida Gulf 
Coast has about 3,000 students, 
approximately the same as 


Fitchburg State. 

The finalists to replace Roy 
McTarnaghan, the founding presi- 
dent, include: 

Roderick McDavis, dean and 
professor of education at the Uni- 
versity of Florida in Gainesville; 
Phillip Beukema, vice president 
for academic affairs at Northern 
Michigan University; Janet Dudley- 
Eshebach, president of Fairmont 
State College in West Virginia, and 
Vance Peterson, president of Si- 


photo by George Ward 
WHERE DID I PUT THAT?: Angela Comeau searches her 
materials as Student Senate Vice President John Todisco smiles 
for the camera at the Presidential Ambassador’s Conference on 
April 10. 


erra Nevada College in Incline Vil- 
lage, Nev. 

McTarnaghan plans to begin a 
one-year leave of absence in May 
before returning to Florida Gulf 
Coast to join the school faculty. 

May 4, the selection committee 
will detail its preferences before 
trimming the list. 

Chancellor Adam Herbert is 
expected to make his recommen- 
dation for McTarnaghan’s replace- 
ment May 24. 


Most freshmen in need of remedial work 


@ High schools not 
teaching them how 


to study 


ASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 
Well over half of college 


freshmen arrive at the. 


state’s community colleges with- 
out the basic skills needed to ex- 
cel, according to the Tennessee 
Higher Education Commission. 
Remedial courses were taken 
by 64 percent of first-time com- 
munity college freshmen last fall 
to get up to speed on fundamental 
English, reading or study skills. 
At four-year colleges, 28 per- 
cent of freshmen took courses to 


Thai students take pledge not to 


ANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — 
Thailand’s deputy education 
minister plans to require vo- 
cational school students to par- 
ticipate in an ancient oath-taking 
ceremony in which they will vow 
to shun drugs, The Nation news- 
paper reported recently. 
Vocational schools in Thailand 
have been a hot bed of trouble, 


2 Nebraska deans cited 


INCOLN, Neb. (AP) — A re- 
Le= dean of the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln College 
of Fine and Performing Arts has 
been cited at Lincoln’s Wilderness 
Park for indecent exposure. 
Plainclothes police patrolling 
an area of the park discovered 


learn things they should have 
picked up in high school. 
Remedial classes don’t earn stu- 
dents credits toward graduation. 
“The reason that many of these 
students are here is because no 
one has taught them howto study,” 
said Betty Renfro, who teaches 
remedial courses full time at Nash- 
ville State Technical Institute. 
Educators attending the Ameri- 
can Association of Community 
College’s 79th annual convention 
last week in Nashville said they 
fear that budgets for remedial edu- 
cation would be cut, with disas- 
trous results. 
The courses cost Tennessee tax- 
payers $6.7 million in 1998-99, 


with students frequently involved 
in taking drugs, particularly am- 
phetamines, and violent incidents. 
Somsak Prissanananthakul, the 
deputy minister, said the oath- 
taking ceremony, which was prac- 
ticed at the royal court centuries 
ago to pledge fealty and honesty, 
had already been tried at one local 
school and proved successful. 


Larry Lusk at about 1:10 p.m. last, 


Thursday. Police cited a 59-year- 
old Lincoln man for the same of- 
fense less than 20 minutes earlier. 

Police Captain Allen Soukup 
said the citations are misdemean- 
ors. He said the incidents were not 
related. 


about 1 percent of state funding 
for higher education. 

“If (college students) fail, guess 
what their future looks like?” said 
John E. Roueche, director of the 
Community College Leadership 
Program at the University of Texas 
and one of 2,500 educators at the 
conference. 

“They're either going to be in 
the welfare system or the criminal 
justice system.” 

David Hudgens, 19, is taking 
three non-credit courses this se- 
mester at Nashville Tech. He has 
to take two more this summer 
before he can start classes to earn 
a degree in computer program- 
ming. 


He told the paper it had dra- 
matically reduced smoking and 
drug use at Nawaminrajuthit Vo- 
cational College. 

Meanwhile, the Medical Sci- 
ences Department is planning to 
provide schools in 19 poor north- 
eastern provinces with 100,000 
drug testing kits, the Bangkok Post 


- reported. 


Hudgens, who attended Nash- 
ville Maplewood High School and 
earned his diploma by passing a 
GED test, said his elementary and 
secondary education didn’t pre- 
pare him for college-level work. 

“T think if they had put me 
right in, I would have been con- 
fused and lost,” he said. 

There is one sure way to cut 
back on the need for remedial 
college classes, said Ellen Weed, 
vice president of academic affairs 
at Nashville State Tech. 

“We need to work more closely 
with high schools and make sure 
that we agree on what they need 
and what needs to be taught,” she 
said. 


use drugs 


Jaktham Thammasak, an offi- 
cial with the department told the 
paper that at least 10 percent of 
students in the northeast were 
addicted to amphetamines, but in 
fact as many as 50 percent may 
use speed pills. 

He said rates of addiction were 
higher in the northeast because of 
its high population density. 


for indecent exposure 


Lusk declined to comment 
when contacted at home. 

Lusk is the second man with 
ties to UNL’s fine arts college cited 
in the past nine days for indecent 
exposure. 

Professor Ron Bartels was cited 
March 31 at his home. 


Police arrested Mark McBride 
on March 28 at the Wilderness 
Park. Officers found him in his 
underwear. 

McBride is charged with sexu- 
ally assaulting an 8-year-old boy 
on March 21 near apartments just 
east of the park. 


Bush signs new 
‘slacker’ law 

USTIN (AP) — A bill revising a 

state law that would have in- 
creased tuition for so-called ca- 
reer students — those who take 
many hours beyond what’s needed 
for their undergraduate degrees — 
has been signed by Gov. George W. 
Bush, his office said. 

The 1997 law called for state 
funding to be cut off to universi- 
ties for undergraduates racking 
up 170 credit hours, with some 
exceptions. 

Beginning this fall, the law al- 
lows universities to charge out-of- 
state tuition rates to those taking 
more than the allowable number 
of courses. That could mean huge 
increases in some students’ tu- 
ition. ; 

The bill signed by Bush revises 
the law by taking into account the 
varying number of hours required 
for different degree plans. It would 
set a new cap of 45 hours above a 
student’s degree plan. 

The limit on credit hours would 
be placed on freshmen entering 
this fall. 

For fall 1999, resident tuition is 
slated to be $38 per semester credit 
hour, while nonresident tuition , 
will be $254. An estimated 11,500 
students would be affected in fall 
1999 by the 1997 law. , 


Campus resumes 
sex column 


ORVALLIS, Ore. (AP) — Oregon 

State University’s campus 
newspaper has resumed a contro- 
versial sex advice column after it 
was discontinued earlier by a stu- 
dent editor. 

Kathy Greaves, an OSU gradu- 
ate student who teaches a human 
sexuality class, lost her weekly 
spot in the paper in January after 
some readers complained that it 
was too graphic. 

Anew editor, Katie Pesznecker, 
took over the paper at the start of 
spring term and agreed to Greave’s 
request to reinstate the column. 

Former editor Joy Estimada said 
she discontinued the column free 
of pressure from university ad- 
ministrators. 5 

Greaves agreed to tone down 


‘some of the language in the col- 


umn, which reappeared last Fri- 
day in the Barometer. 


Finding signs 
at Penn State 


TATE COLLEGE, Pa. (AP) — If 

you’re looking for a sign, you 
may not have much luck here. 

Some street signs get stolen in 
State College — home of Penn State 
— as fast as borough officials can 
put them up, especially on Frater- 
nity Row, Foster Avenue, High 
Street and Beaver Avenue. 

“I can understand that some 
kid thinks it’s cool to have a Fra- 
ternity Row sign,” District Justice 
Carmine Prestia said. “I don’t think 
it’s cool that 75 of my tax dollars 
went down the tubes for it.” 

One of the most popular loca- 
tions for stolen-sign combinations 
is the intersection of Beaver Av- 
enue and Butz Street. 
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_ Japanese official 
faces sex scandal 
< bose (AP) — A top Japanese 

prosecutor came under fire 
Friday after a woman who says 
she was his mistress accused him 
of taking her on a government- 
funded trip. The Justice Ministry 
ordered an investigation. 

Mamoru Norisada, head of the 
Tokyo High Public Prosecutors’ Of- 
fice, allegedly took his 28-year-old 
mistress with him on an official 
trip using public money, the May 
issue of the gossip magazine Facts 
Behind Rumors reported, quoting 
the woman, whose name was not 
given. 

Norisada admitted that he 
dated the woman but denied us- 
ing tax money to cover her ex- 
penses on the 1994 trip. 

Tne magazine appeared on 
newsstands last week, and Justice 
Minister Takao Jinnouchi said he 
orde:2d a probe the same day. 

“¥2’lltake an appropriate step 
based on the outcome ofthe inves- 
tigation,” Jinnouchisaid ina state- 
ment. = 

A graduate of Tokyo Univer- 

' sity, Japan’s top school, Norisada, 
60, has been tipped as a strong 
candidate for prosecutor general, 
the country’s top law enforcement 
official. 

Norisada heads one of Japan’s 
second tier prosecutorial agencies. 
It too was investigating the re- 
port. 

Indicating he was ready to re- 
sign, Norisada told Public Pros- 
ecutor General Keisuke Kitajima 
that he was willing to accept any 
punishment, according to the 
semi-official NHK TV network and 
Kyodo News agency. 

A sex scandal does not neces- 
sarily mean the end of a govern- 
ment career in Japan. The latest 
case became an issue mainly be- 
cause it involves the possible mis- 
use of public funds. 


Nugget may have 
been illegally 
moved 


YDNEY, Australia (AP) — The 

planned auction in New York 
of a 56-pound gold nugget found 
in Australia is in doubt because it 
may have been taken out of the 
country illegally, the government 
said last week. 

The anonymous owner of the 
nugget had. not applied for an 
export license to send it to New 
York, where it is scheduled to be 
auctioned by Sotheby’s on June 2. 

“This department has never 
received a request for export li- 
cense and at the moment we're 

_looking into it,” Leech said. “With- 
out this permit, the nugget would 
be a prohibited export.” 

She said Sotheby’s had agreed 
to withdraw the nugget from sale 
if the government found that 
proper export procedures had not 
been followed. 

The owner has said he hid the 
nugget under his bed and floor- 
boards for up to three years before 
trying unsuccessfully to sell it toa 
Las Vegas casino. 

The prospector does not want 
to be identified. 


@ Says government 
is abusing human 
rights in Myanmar 


By ROBERT HORN 
AP Writer 


ANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — 

Myanmar opposition leader 

Aung San Suu Kyi has called 
1998 the worst year for repression 
by the military government 
through most of the 90s, with 
hundreds ofher party members in 
jail and parts of their organization 
demolished. 

The Nobel laureate also charac- 
terized the military’s actions 
against her followers as criminal. 

“What we have suffered over 
the last year is far more than what 
we have suffered over the last six 
or seven years,” Suu Kyi said in a 
videotaped message to the Geneva- 
based U.N. Commission on Hu- 
man Rights. The tape was released 
in Bangkok today. 

The 53-nation commission is 
holding its annual six-week meet- 
ing in Geneva to call attention to 
human rights abuses around the 
world. It also screened a videotape 
message from Suu Kyi last year. 

Since late 1997, the Myanmar 
military, which closely monitors 
Suu Kyi to prevent her from con- 
ducting public political activities, 
has discouraged journalists from 
meeting with the opposition 
leader. Interviews with her are 
rare, and supporters have 
smuggled out her videotaped mes- 
sages, including an address to the 
U.N. General Assembly last year. 

In her latest message, the 1991 
Nobel Peace Prize winner appealed 
to the commission for a firm reso- 
lution to protect human rights in 
Myanmar, also known as Burma. 


“What we need now is more 
than just mere words. We need 
concrete action because our people 
are suffering,” Suu Kyi said. 

Suu Kyiwas placed under house 
arrest from 1989-95 for leading 
the campaign for democracy in 
Myanmar, which has been ruled 
by the military since 1962. She 
was released from house arrest in 
1995, but the regime has refused 
to enter into a dialogue with her. 

Stonewalled, she and her Na- 
tional League for Democracy — 
which won an overwhelming elec- 
tion victory in 1990 that the mili- 


tary has refused to honor — said 
last May they would convene the 
parliament. But her defiant state- 
ment was met with a sharp escala- 
tion of repression by the military. 

More than 1,000 party mem- 
bers were arrested, including 
members of parliament. Suu Kyi 
said 150 of the legislators are still 
in jail, as are about 300 to 400 
party members. 

The military has said more than 
10,000 National League for De- 
mocracy members have resigned. 
Suu Kyi said the resignations were 
coerced by soldiers. 


AP Photo Eduardo Verdugo 
REBELS UNITE: Hundreds of Zapatista supporters celebrate at the town hall in the village of San 
Andres Larrainzar, located in the southern Mexico state of Chiapas. The rebel supporters re-took 
the town hall, the site of now-stalled peace talks between the government and the Zapatistas, 
Thursday, forcing police out one day after they had seized the building. 


' “Ithas come to the point when - 
the activities of the regime are 
tantamount to criminal activities,” 
Suu Kyi said. 

The regime’s hard line was dem- 
onstrated last month when it re- 
fused to grant a visa to Suu Kyi’s 
husband, Michael Aris, who was 
terminally ill with cancer and 
wanted to visit his wife before he- 
died. The military told Suu Kyi she 
should visit Aris in Britain. She 
declined, certain the authorities 
would not allow her to return to 
Myanmar. Aris died March 27 ina 
London hospital. 


Sonia Ghandi suggested for prime minister 


@ Opposition leader 
asked to lead new 
coalition — 


By NEELESH MISRA 
AP Writer 


EW DELHI, India (AP) — 

India’s year-old patchwork 

government is going, go- 
ing, nearly gone. 

Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee’s most troublesome part- 
ner severed one more link with 
the ruling coalition last week in 
apparent preparation for pulling 
out its legislative support that 
seems crucial to the government’s 
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existence. 

The All India Anna Dravida 
Munnethra Kazhagham party, 
whose two members in the Cabi- 
net have quit the government, 
said it was no more a member of a 
multiparty coalition panel that 
guides government policy. 

Disparate opposition groups, 
convinced that the Hindu nation- 
alists-led coalition is on its way 
out, exhibited growing unity and 
the opposition Tamil Maanila Con- 
gress floated the name of Sonia 
Gandhi, president of the main 
opposition Congress party, as the 
“right person” to overthrow 
Vajpayee. 

It was the first time the name 
of Gandhi was publicly endorsed 
by one of the opposition groups as 
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http://observer.necc.mass.edu 
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one of the possible contenders. 
Communist leaders who have for 
decades opposed the Congress 
party reacted by saying Gandhi’s 
party was in the best position to 
lead a new coalition government. 

But Gandhi has not decided 
whether she wants to join the race 
to form the government. 

The Congress party, which has 
governed India most ofits 52 years 
of independence, has 140 lawmak- 
ers.and is under pressure to lead a 
coalition supported by centrists 
and communists — common foes 
of the right-wing Bharatiya Janata 
Party of Vajpayee. 

AIADMK leader Jayaram 
Jayalalitha, who is looking to Sonia 
Gandhi to support her defection 
from the ruling coaliiton, wants 
Vajpayee to fire his defense minis- 
ter on charges of corruption lev- 
eled by a naval commander whom 
he had dismissed for disobeying 
orders. 

Since Vajpayee came to power 
last year with the help of 18 other 
regional and national groups, 
Jayalalitha has issued a series of 
threats to pull out of the govern- 
ment. Each time, she was molli- 
fied by the prime minister. 


The latest threat appeared to 
indicate a final parting. 

With no single group having a 
clear majority in Parliament, lead- 
ers of political parties have been 
meeting privately in New Delhi 
trying to decide the fate of the 
government. Without Jayalalitha’s 
18 lawmakers, Vajpayee’s govern- 
ment will be in a minority, unless 
other groups decide to support it. 

Ministers in Vajpayee’s Cabi- 
net say the government will man- 
age to stay in power. 

“Let anybody try as hard as 
they can, this government will not 
go,” federal Commerce Minister 
Ramakrishna Hegde said in the 
southern Bangalore town. 
Vajpayee’s troubleshooters have 
been trying to woo lawmakers 
from opposition parties to sup- 
port the government. 

Opposition parties have 
planned to move a no-confidence 
vote against the government when 
Parliament meets again this week 
to clear the financial budget. 

Jayalalitha is scheduled to fly 
into New Delhi and is later ex- 
pected to meet with President K.R. 
Narayanan to convey her decision 
to pull out of the coalition. 


College Dance Company Celebrates Its 25th Anniversary 


¢ Pages 12 & 13 NECC Observer, Wednesday, April 14, 1999 


® Anniversary is a time 
of reflection and 
excitement 


By CARLEY THORNELL 
Features Editor 


hey go “Betty-Booping” across the prac- 

tice floor and the beat goes on. For 

NECC’s Still Point dancers, the past 25 

years have flown by like stills on a cartoon 

reel. The classics still delight because they’ve 

become a part of the company’s identity, and 
the new ones inspire joy and excitement. 

Practicing a new step that choreographer 
Jacqui Young compares to walking like Betty 
Boop, Still Point prepares for one of the big- 
gest performances in its history. Over 30 
former members of the NECC dance program 
and current students will attend a reunion 
recital April 25 to watch and perform routines 
from as far back as 15 years ago. 

This is a year to reminisce for Elaine 
Mawhinney, dance program director, who 
has seen over 605 people discover what she 
calls the “inner joy” of dancing. 

If the program is mature now, it’s origins 
are more infantile. Mawhinney began with 12 
students from her Western Literature class, 
and there was no stage or lights. By its third 
anniversary, Still Point boasted 60 members, 
and by age five gained a dance facility. In 
adulthood, the program has improved its 
facilities and gained more teachers, in addi- 
tion to achieving notoriety and a following. 

Over the years Mawhinney has striven to 
push students to the limit without embarrass- 
ing them, enabling them to attain higher 
levels of self-esteem than ever imagined. 

“Each one of them has had their own 
miracle. Dance for many is a revelation of 
what the body and mind can do,” she said. 

Judy Lawson Powell, living in the Midwest 
now, performed with Still Point in 1984. She 
said the experience improved her self-esteem 
so much that it had a lasting impression on 
her life. Powell is leaving her baby daughter at 
home in Tennessee to fly in for the reunion 
weekend. 

Everyone is welcome in the dance pro- 
gram, and no oneis judged on height, weight, 
or previous experience. Mawhinney has 
coached disabled students, including one with 
cerebral palsy and one who had to use a 
wheelchair on stage. Several of her former 
charges have pursued dance after NECC, in- 


Each one of them has 
had their own miracle. 
Dance for many is a 
revelation of what the 
body and mind can do 
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PIROUETTE SILHOUETTE: Sherri DiStefano performed at the State House in 1984. Still 
Point has performed in Boston over a dozen times. 


cluding Jacqui Young, Steve Haley and Amanda 
Parkhurst. 

Parkhurst danced at her mother’s dance 
studio, Cindy Brown’s, but found the college 
level more demanding in a different way. 
Mawhinney says college is more individual- 
ized because it’s about students choreograph- 
ing their own dances and not mimicking 
someone else’s moves. Thus, it’s where many 
find an outlet for self-expression. 

Parkhurst is now teaching her own classes 
and creating all of the dances. She’ll come 
back to perform in “Rebel of Conformity,” a 
dance with several other students. 

Steve Haley went on to become a member 
of Joppa Jazz Dance, founded a theater com- 
pany, and is now pursuing a degree in arts 
psychotherapy. 

He said he came to school with the casual 
attitude that many students have, and was 
persuaded by Mawhinney to perform using 
karate and dance. She was an English profes- 


sor at the time, but soon grew to be his 
mentor. ; 

“Elaine changed my life,” Haley said. 

Jacqui Young also credits Mawhinney as a 
driving force in her life. Young now owns her 
own studio, Center for Performing Arts in 
Methuen and a dance company, Push Factor. 

She is active in local theater groups and 
may still be seen at NECC’s dance studio, 
hanging around with Still Point students. 
Young has also choreographed about half the 
Still Point pieces for the spring performances, 
which means she is now directing Mawhinney. 

Like Haley, Young decided to enroll in a 
class on a whim, only for dance composition 
training. She was then persuaded by 
Mawhinney (who is the department of phi- 
losophy, religion and creative arts chair- 
woman) to also take a history course. 

Young graduated in 1991 with two liberal 
arts degrees, one in dance and the other 
journalism. “Still Point was a turning point 


for me. Until then, J didn’t-know what I 
wanted to do with my life,” Young said. 

She went on to use the talents she honed 
at NECC to dance in Las Vegas and became the 
choreographer for a theater company in Mis- 
souri. Young came back home because she 
likes New England and wanted to help out her 
alma mater. 

Young is assisting current student Annette 
Catapano, who also hopes to dance profes- 
sionally when she graduates from NECC in 
the fall. Catapano is performing six of nine 
acts in the regular concert and has been a 
driving force since she entered the college. 

Catapano has taught little girls for the 
dance club’s annual summer camp at Maudslay 
State Park in Newburyport. She said she would 
like to open her own dance studio after tour- 
ing with a professional company. 

NECC was the perfect place for her, 
Catapano said, when she decided to take 
dance in college. Like many girls, Catapano 
took lessons throughout middle and high 
school, but decided to take it a step further. 

She graduated from a small Connecticut 
high school and moved into her own Haverhill 
apartment at the age of 17. 

“I didn’t want to go to school for another 
four years, though. [came for a tour and liked 
the dance program here,” she said. 

One of her favorite parts of this school year 
was the opportunity to work with Fred Ben- 
jamin, the jazz choreographer for world-re- 
nowned Alvin Ailey Dance Company. He flew 
in from New York to create a dance specifi- 
cally for Still Point, which will be performed 
in this spring’s concert. 

Northern Essex is the only community 
college, and one of only two state colleges in 
Massachusetts to offer a dance program. 

The Still Point reunion and dance program 
made headlines in The Boston Globe’s April 4 
North Weekly section. Mawhinney says she’s 
already received calls asking about the dance 
option, including one from a Rowley girl who 
decided to attend NECC as a result of the large 
illustrated article. 

With the added exposure, though, there is 
more pressure to perform perfectly, say mem- 
bers of Still Point. 

“With all this notoriety, we’d better get 
this perfect. Of course, we always do,” joked 
Mawhinney. 

It’s hard not to imagine a nearly flawless 
performance, though, as dance club members 
and Still Pointers spend a minimum of ten 
hours a week in the practice hall. Saturday 
nights for the past few months have included 
extra practices for Still Point alumni, includ- 
ing current NECC personnel Chris Rowse, 


Still Point dancers on the cover 
are, from bottom left, Angela Jope, 

_ Jacqui Young, Tara Dellechiaie and - 
Jessica Santos, back row, from left, _ 
are Keira Waraska vane Michelle _ 
Kennedy. 

_ Tickets for the spring iecital are 
$5 for students and seniors and $7 

i ‘general admission. Performances - 
are in the Sport and Fitness Center. © 

The alumni performance and re- 

ception is April 25 at 7:30 p.m. Other 
performances are April a3. 24, 30 - 
and May 1, all oe 8 ae i 
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Diane Mele and Jeff Polston. 

There, surrounded by mirrors, barres lin- 
ing the wall and the typical inspirational 
posters, counts of eight must be perfected for 
the fast-paced Betty Boop piece (see sidebar 
for entire program) and other counts for 
modern dance, ballet and tap. 

_ As Jackie Young calls out “To the left, to the 
right and freeze on eight,” for at least the fifth 
time, at least one member of the company will 


“Touched” 


forget to freeze. There are no fights, though, 
only laughs because they must do it again. 

They stare at their moves in the mirror, 
and the next pause comes when ‘even 
Mawhinney must stop to ask for assistance. 
The dancers do it until it’s perfect, forming 
not only close friendships, but a pily. of 
sorts from sharing sweat and tears. 

A sign outside the studio entrance. 
one absence per dance piece; one excused 


Annette Catapano, Michelle Kennedy, Rachel Houle, Angela Jope 


Choreography: Jacqui Young 
Music: Temple of the Dog 
“Dawn of Eve” 


Rich Cronin, Courtney Waldron, Jessica Santos, Liza Cook, Liz Huberdeau, Deanna LeClair, 


Lindsay Merrill 
Choreography: Anita Havel 


The following dances will be repeated for the alumni performance: 


“A Song for You” 

Jeffrey Polston 
Choreography: Jeffrey Polston 
“Waiters’ Gallop” 


Rachel Houle, Angela Jope, Jessica Santos, Tara Delle Chiaie, Annette Catapano, Michelle 


Kennedy, Michelle Ruby 
Choreography: Jacqui Young 
Music from: “Hello Dolly” 
“Untitled” 


Jessica Santos, Michelle Kennedy, Annette Catapano, Keira Waraska, Elaine Mawhinney 


Choreography: Fred Benjamin 
usic: Keiko Matsui 
“Galena Summit” 


oie die 


Galena Summit is the name ofa mountain in Sun Valley. This piece focuses not only on the 
mountain itself but is also a metaphor for unity and spiritual ideals. The piece was 
commissioned by the Sun Valley Center for the Arts in Idaho and premiered in New York 
in July 1980. 

Rich Cronin, Michelle Kennedy, Courtney Waldron, Keira Waraska, Annette Catapano, 
Jessica Santos, Elaine Mawhinney. 
Choreography: Kathryn Posin 
Music: Steve Reich 
_ “Song for March” 
Elaine Mawhinney 

_ Choreography: Elaine Mawhinney 
Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams 
“Rebel of Conformity” 

Annette Catapano, Keira Waraska, Michelle Kennedy, Courtney Waldron, Rachel Houle, 
Angela Jope, Jessica Santos, Amanda Parkhurst, Lindsay Merrill . 
Choreography: Jeffrey Polston 


absence for Still Pointers; tardiness is not 


“permitted and number one, commitment. 


For dance is not just a hobby, says 
Mawhinney, It becomes part of people: In the 
words of T.S. Eliot, who wrote the poem the 
dance company is named for: “At the still 
dee of the turning world ... there the dance 
_and there is only the dance.” 


tie 


Contact Carley ‘Thornell by e-mail at 


~observer@necc.mass.edu. 


Music: Moloko 
“Solo” with choreography by Jacqui Young 
“Sing Sing Sing” 


- File photos 
POETRY IN MOTION: Still Point Choreog- 
rapher Jacqui Young, foreground, left, is 
shown with dancer Susan Atwood. Karen 
(Velasco) Duffy, right, performed with Phil 
Derago at the State House in 1983. 


Annette Catapano, Rachel Houle, Michelle Kennedy, Angela Jope, Elaine Mawhinney, 


Jessica Santos 
Choreography: Jacqui Young 
Music: Benny Goodman 


The following additional pieces will be performed at the alumni performance: 


“Migration” 


Chris Rowse, Stacy Baxter, Judy Lawson, Ken Hamilton, Mike Grutkowski, Jacqui Young 


Choreography: Elaine Mawhinney 
Music: Jon Bernoff, Teja Bell 
Performed: Still Point 10 
“Rhythm Nation” 


Stacy Baxter, Jerelyn Bobola, Jacqui Young, ped Lawson 


Choreography: Carleton Jones 
Music: Janet Jackson 

“We Got the Beat” 

Ken Hamilton, Mike Grutkowski 
Choreography: Maggie Queenan 
Music: The GoGos 

Performed: Still Point 10 

“Tap dance” 

Chris Rowse 

“City Never Sleeps” 

Elaine Mawhinney 
Choreography: Elaine Mawhinney 
Music: 9 1/2 weeks 

Performed: Still Point 17, 18, 20, 24 
“Faces” 

Elaine Mawhinney 

Choreography: Elaine Mawhinney 
Music: Sounds from the Womb 
Performed: Still Point 22 
“Evergreen: A Signed Dance” 
Diane Mele 

Choreography: Diane Mele 

Music: Barbara Streisand 


File photo 
BACK TO SCHOOL: Annette 
Catapano felt like a kid again in 
Still Point 24. 
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~ Dancing for all ages” 


File photos 
TWINKLE TOES: Clockwise 


from top left are Kan Zaki and 
Carmel Perarino from Still Point 
IX; Elaine Mawhinney, dance in- 
structor; friends Vicky Valhouly 
and Karen (Valasco) Duffy; Still 
Point dancers from this year, 
Michelle Kennedy, Tara Delle- 
chiaei, Keira Waraska and Jes- 
sica Santos; and a group dance, 
“Nuclear Mess,” featuring Sue 
Atwood, Jim Legasse, Mike 
Girutkowski, Robin Rowe and 
Regina Amirault. 


@ Over the years, 
NECC students have 
found that dancing 
is a sport for all 
ages, shapes and 
sizes. The dance 
program is a 
concentration and 
includes instruction 
in jazz, modern 
‘dance, ballet and 
tap. Several alumni 
now dance 
professionally. 
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@ Cosmetology 
saves money for 
students & clients 
By MARIA ZNOJ 


Features Editor 


ECC’s Cosmetology pro- 
gram is one of the few 
beauty programs that is: 


accredited in New England. Un- 
like. other beauty schools that are 
expensive, NECC’s cosmetology 
program only costs $5,200. 

At the Greater Lawrence Tech- 
nical School site, coordinator 
Georgette Smith said many pro- 
grams aren’t teacher-certified and 
most are two-year courses. She 
said NECC’s program is a very 
challenging one-year course. 

The program is certified 
through the Massachusetts Board 
of Registration of Hairdressers and 
is approved by the Massachusetts 
Department of Education/Division 
of Occupational Education. 

Other instructors working with 
Smith are Rosanne Nadeau and 
Pat Oczowski. Preparation for a 
cosmetology license includes one 
thousand hours of training with 
class work, lab work and service 
experience. 

Smith said the goal is to help 
students be successful in cosme- 
tology. Smith takes in new groups 
every four months, and the next 
one starts May 10. Another group 
will start in September. She said 
financial aid will be available for 
those who apply. Classes are held 
Monday-Thursday from 5-10 p.m. 

“My students are hard-work- 
ing people. All my students here 
are wonderful and they want to 
learn. 1am very proud to be part of 
NECC’s Cosmetology program,” 
Smith said. NECC took over the 
Cosmetology program two years 
ago from Mary Lou Selvaggio. 

She said the quality of the pro- 
gram has always ranked high and 
has always been accredited. 
Changes in the curriculum are 
made to keep up with changing 
times, and that is im- 
portant in this busi- 
ness. 

Businesses like 
Supercuts are aware 
of the program’s 
reputation and are 
eager to hire li- 
censed cosmetolo- 
gists from the pro- 
gram. They come in 
and talk to students 
about what their 
first year will be like. 

Smith said cos- 
metology isn’t prof- 
itable untila resume 
is built. From there 
the choice of which 
area to specialize in 
is limitless. 

“The sky is the 
limit, once you have 


| CALL: 


1-800-GO-GUARD 


Practicing 
Shear | 
perfection 


training you can go to Boston,” 
Smith said, that the market is 
wide open and there is a lot of 
money to be made in hairstyling. 

Smith started out working in 
accounting, but playing with hair 
was where her heart really was. 
Teaching cosmetology satisfies her 
need and drive to help people. She 
said at this time in her life she 
loves teaching. 

“IT never regretted the career 
change,” Smith said. “This field is 
great because you learn how to 
take care of yourself. It’s a win- 
win situation.” 

As student Tamara Vahouli 
works on a facial on student 
Carmen Navarro, Oczowski makes 
sure all procedures are done per- 
fectly. 

“I like educating students be- 
cause I like assisting others with 
my 30 years of experience,” 
Ozckowski said. 

Betty Gay, who got a perm, said 
it’s worth staying longer in the lab 
because there are instructors 
around to assist a student in mak- 
ing sure everything goes well. A 
smile brightens her face as the 
rollers are removed. 

\“Everyone’s careful and the 
perm I got would be very expen- 
sive ifI went somewhere else,” she 
said. 

Costs for services are almost 

half of what they would be in a 
salon. Hair cuts are only $3, mani- 
cures are $3, perms are $25. In- 
structors encourage all to come in 
and try a service because it is 
cheap. » 
These services are for everyone 
and there are specials for kids if 
they want to celebrate a birthday 
there. Kids can come in and re- 
ceive a hairstyle and a manicure 
for only $4. 

As student Katherine Schrow 
was completing a hair assignment 
on a mannequin, she said that 
hair styling was one of the things 
she always wanted to do and she 
loves doing it. 

“I made a decision to do it and 
I'm doing it because I want to 
make people feel good about them- 


Go to College — Tuition Free! 


Work One Weekend a Month and Earn 
100% College Tuition! 


In the Army National Guard 


YOU Can... 


- Receive 100% College Tuition 
- Receive the Montgomery G.I. Bill! 
| Learn a Job Skill of your choice! 
- Earn over $110.00 per weekend to start! 
- Call today and discover just how easy 
paying for college can be! 


MASSACHUSETTS 


SWS 


pear Sic Far 


selves,” Schrow said. “I like help- 


ing people.” 

Next to her was another stu- 
dent who was also completing an 
assignment on a mannequin. 
Danielle Branchaud said her 
mother was a hairdresser and be- 
ing in that environment has been 


a factor for her to go into the 
business. 

In another room student, Jean 
Hernandez is performing a facial. 
He said he has been doing hair 
since he was 13 and his goal is to 
open up his own place. After re- 
ceiving his license he will finish 


THE SYMBOL 
OF 
- SUCCESS. 


New Hampshire College offers: 


© 17 Undergraduate Majors 


MBA, Master of Science and Doctoral Programs 


e 8-week Undergraduate Terms 
© 12-week Graduate Terms 
e 


Degree Programs Tailored to Fit Your Goals 


Next TERM BEGINS: 


PREPARING FOR 
BUSINESS: Student 
Tamara Valhouli performs 
a facial on student Carmen 
Navarro. Valhouli has 
waited until her kids were 
old enough so she could 
pursue a license. 


Maria Znoj photos 
PRICELESS PERM: 
Students learn every- 
thing from shampoo- 
ing to coloring. While 
client Betty Gay gets 
her hair shampooed, 
she says everyone does 
a great job. 


up his business classes at NECC to 
make his goalareality. - 

“The program is better than 
ever and we aren’t out to make a 
profit,” Smith said. 


Contact Maria Znoj by e-mail at 
oberver@necc.mass.edu. 


It's Where You're Going That Counts 


Division of Continuing Education Salem Center 


19-A Keewaydin Drive, Salem, NH 03079-2840 


UNDERGRADUATE: MAY 3, 1999 


GRADUATE: JUNE 14, 1999" 


(603) 893-9600 
www.nhc.edu 


@ Page 16 NECC Observer, Wednesday, April 14, 1999 


Parnassus poster stirs up some on campus 


@ Comments about | 
poster will not 
change staff's goal 


By MACKENZIE DEWAR 
Staff Reporter 


en Cathy Sanderson, the faculty 
adviser for Parnassus, NECC’s lit 
erary magazine, began recruit- 


ing additional pieces of work for the spring 
edition, she familiarized potential appli- 
cants by asking “haven’t you seen the pic- 
ture of the naked guy?” 

The poster, a famous picture of the 
statue of David, began being dispersed on 
Feb. 17 and was accompanied by one phrase: 
“Expose yourself.” Although Sanderson 
jokes about it now, when she originally 
found out that faculty had expressed con- 
cern about the poster, she attempted to 
straighten it out by writing letters and 
inviting those professors to Parnassus meet- 
ings. 

Ben Despres, acrew member of Parnassus 
and NECC student, came up with the slogan 
and was shocked at the negative response. 

“Nobody thought that college students 
would be offended; we thought the posters 
would be taken humorously, not literally.” 
Despres said days following the poster’s 
distribution, Parnassus staff noticed that 
many had been taken down, ripped up and 
thrown on the floors of the Spurk building. 
Soon after, Sanderson received a letter from 
Jim Bradley, a psychology professor who 
said he felt the posters were offensive. 

Patrice Peddle, Parnassus staffer, ex- 
plained that “expose” was derived from the 
term which describes the process of devel- 
oping film. Considering that photography 
is also accepted in the magazine, she said, 
“jt was just the best word.” Their choice of 
using David was the runner up to the idea 
of using a naked man in a trench coat, but 
the staff decided it would be too risque. 

One much older student who was op- 
posed to the poster told the Parnassus crew 
that it would give 
the younger stu- 
dents a bad im- 
pressions of 
Northern Essex, 
while another 
argued that the 
magazine would 
never have cho- 
sen to put a na- 
ked female on the 
posters. 

In a letter to 
Sanderson, a stu- 
dent requested 
that Parnassus 
buy a dictionary 
to learn the defi- 
nition of the 
word “expose.” 


FEATURES 


Expose Yourself I 


ART 
POETRY 
s TORIES: 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
GRAPHICS 
ONE-ACT PLAYS 


SONG LYRICS 


Sudaiit materisis to Parnassus Box 
{Art te Roast C379 
Haverhift Located outside C317T 
Lawrence: Lecated in the lobby 
Deadline: Wednesday March 24th 


Show us your creative side ! 


We’re not backing off 
folks 


Biblical attachment. Since the initial thrash- 
ing of the posters, much less destructive 
measures have been taken, including fac- 
ulty members placing creative fig leaves 
over the penis of David. 

When Bradley was asked to attend a 
Parnassus meeting to express his feelings, 
he declined due to a schedule conflict and 
has not commented on the issue. 

As for the future of the disputed posters, 
Sanderson has decided that for the Parnassus 
Slam, an open forum for students to read 
their poetry and literature and show their 
art, the advertising posters will be the same 
naked David only this time he’ll be holding 
a microphone. 

She jokingly said, “We’re not backing off 
folks!” 


great benefits? 
bullseye. 


Gin oer 
Hurajt, an advi- NEW STORE OPENING: 
ser for Parnassus, Salem, NH 
assured the staff POSITIONS AVAILABLE: Re 
was always Full and Part-Time Hourly Positions 
aware of the Available in the Following Areas: 
“double stan- e Cashier/Guest Services 
dard” the posters ¢ Sales Floor tes 
contained, and e Stock Team/Receiving 
assumed others * Food Avenue 
would also see e Loss Prevention 
¢ Clerical 


the play-on- 
words as clever. 


e Merchandise Presentation 
FOR CONSIDERATION, 


Objections PLEASE CALL 800-899-HIRE 
were to the slo- ext_ESSZAIDeT 
gan not, the 
statue,” Hurajt Target, an upscale discount retailer, is an equal 
- opportunity employer by choice and is committed to 
said. a smoke-free/drug-free workplace. 


She noted the 
statue of David 
was famous for 
its artistic quali- 
ties as well as its 


© TARGET 


©1999 The bull’s-eye design is a registered trademark 
of Dayton Hudson Brands Inc. All rights reserved 


Camille Ducey photo 
DIVERSITY JOB FAIR: Paul Leveille gets information from Director Sharon 
MacLean, and Human Resource representative Deveth Philips of the Waltham 
Committee Inc. 


Wheelock College 


Improving the Lives of Children & Families 


Interviews and tours available 
weekdays from 9:00 am — 3:30 pm. 


For more information call 

(800) 734-5212 to request 

a viewbook, or visit our web site 
at www.wheelock.edu. 


WHEELOCK COLLEGE 


200 THE RIVERWAY 


Bachelor's Degree Programs 


e Child Life 

e Early Childhood Care and Education 
e Elementary Education 

e Human Development 

¢ Social Work 


Combined B.S./M.S. Programs 


¢ Early Childhood Care and Education 
© Elementary Education 


e FALL OPEN HOUSE 
Saturday, November 13, 1999 
9:00 aw — 2:00 pm 


e TRANSFER OPEN HOUSE 
Saturday, November 6, 1999 
10:00 am — 12:00 pm 


BOSTON, MA 02215 
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Life and times of Janis Joplin 


@ Life and times of one 
of the music industry’s 
first ‘divas’ 


SCARS OF SWEET PARADISE 

The Life and Times of Lrg Joplin 

By Alice Echols 

Metropolitan, 408 pp. $26 

Reviewed by Jonathan Yardley/Washington Post 


ere is yet another serious biography 
H of a signifigant figure in American 

popular music. As noted last week 
in my review, one of the problems these 
books pose is that much of their subjects’ 
lives was spent on the road in an endless 
succession of concerts and other perfor- 
mances. Getting across the texture of this 
without merely reciting endless itineraries 
and other lists is tricky. 

Alice Echols, in this biography of Janis 

' Joplin, comes closer. Her book is not with- 
out its faults — her prose is squishy, and she 
cannot always resist the temptations of 
feminism’s soapbox — but it does the im- 
portant stuff well. 

Joplin was interesting and emblematic 
and very, very sad, all of which Echols 
captures convincingly. 

She places Joplin in the three contexts 
that really matter; the white embrace of 
black music, the creation of the highly 
influential “mythic Janis Joplin, the tough, 
raw, trashy broad,” and the onset of the 
1960s counterculture. She does so without 
squeezing square pegs into round holes. 
Joplin really was, or seems to have been, 
exactly what Echols says she was. 

~ Joplin died at age 27. She died of a 
heroine overdose in October 1970 and, 
though for a couple of years she was rock 
music’s preeminent diva, left few traces; a 
handful of recordings, only a few tracks 
from which still withstand critical atten- 
tion, most of those on her last album, 
“Pearl.” 

Although she was smart and sensitive, 
she lived a thoroughly self-destructive ex- 
istence, so her story is far more cautionary 
than exemplary. But it has much to tell us 
about the turbulent period in which she 
became a star and, thus, a good deal to tell 
us about ourselves. 


She was an unconventional woman, yet 
she came from a familiar mold: She was the 
rebel who wanted to “ ‘bea beatnik’ and ‘get 
stoned, get laid, have a good time,’ ” yet 
who plaintively asked: “Why can’t I be the 


kind of person who wants the house with 


the white picket fence?” 

She grew up in a dreary Texas city, Port 
Arthur, the child of a fairly traditional 
family that had fairly traditional expecta- 
tions for her. As a young child she seemed 
to be heading in that direction, but when 
she hit high school she veered wildly off 
course. 

“She’d been cute,” according to one class- 
mate, “and all of a sudden she was ugly” — 
pimply, flat-chested, overweight — so she 
chose to become “the school slut.” To what 
extent this reputation was deserved as op- 
posed to fabricated is unclear to this day, 
but what matters is that it was how she was 
perceived and that it set a pattern to which 
she was faithful for the rest ofher appallingly 
brief life. 

She was lonely and vulnerable, and she 
chose to be outrageous as a way of masking 
this; that, too, is a familiar story. She had a 
“sweet, feminine side,” but she hid it be- 
hind the “outrageous hehavior” for which 
she became known, first in Port Arthur, 
then at the University of Texas at Austin, 
then in Haight-Ashbury and San Francisco, 
then on the national stage that was hers for 
a few moments. She wanted to thumb her 
nose at everyone who had rejected her, and 
she thought the way to do it was to become 
famous: 

“Making it was one way to get back at all 
those people who sneered at her for so long. 
In the age of the angry young man, Janis 
was an angry young woman. There was an 
assaultive quality to her. In her Austin 
months, Janis was pushing hard, perfecting 
what she would later call ‘living on the 
outer limits of probability.’ 

There were the barroom brawls, the 
close calls on the road, the endless boozing, 
and the experimentations with drugs and 
sex. It was high-risk living that wasn’t the 
result of some commitment to adventure.” 

Even though Echols does not permit her 
accounts of Joplin’s riotous behavior to 
overwhelm her narrative, there was so much 


of it that any responsible biographer must 
confront it head-on. 

The greater problem, with which Echols 
contends successfully, is that Joplin’s music 
can get lost in all that carousing. 

Yet it is her music that commands such 
interest as she attracts nearly three decades 
after her death, for without the music she 
would have been just another sad, lost waif, 
of which human history has had far too 
many. 

Her early passions were folk, blues and 
jazz andshe remained true to them through- 
out her life. Her idol and exemplar was the 
great black blues singer, Bessie Smith. 

Though she grew up in a rigidly segre- 
gated place, she was drawn to black music 
and culture, finding, it more honest and 
expressive than the “hopelessly commer- 
cial ... mass-produced dreck” that was most 
white pop music of the time. She tried hard 
to absorb the black style and succeeded, as 
indicated by praise of her blues singing 
from some of the most respected black 
musicians of the day. 

“When I sing,” she said once, “I feel, oh, 
well, like when you're first in love -.. I feel 
chills, weird feelings slipping all over my 
body, it’s a supreme emotional and physical 
experience.” 

As Echols correctly notes in pinpointing 
the explanation for the way men responded 
to her: “Janis turned men on precisely be- 


Artwork courtesy Columbia Records ~ 
cause her emotional nakedness seemed al- 
most obscene compared with the dolled-up, 
painted femininity of her time. And, of 
course, Janis was high-voltage, which many 
saw as a barometer of the ferocity she’d 
bring to any sexual encounter.” 

The particulars of Joplin’s rise and fall 
will be of interest to lovers of rock music: 
her move to the Bay Area just as Haight- 
Ashbury was assuming the character for 
which it became famous; her appearances 


_ at the Fillmore and her connections to its 


famous and/or notorious impresario, Bill 
Graham; the fleeting success of Big Brother 
and the Holding Company, and its dissolu- 
tion amid the rivalries and resentments 
that killed off so many rock groups; her 
triumph at Monterey Pop in 1967, her alli- 
ance with Clive Davis at Columbia Records, 
and her final triumph with “Pearl.” 

It is to the point that this triumph was 
achieved only after her death, which may or 
may not have been suicide. That death, as 
Echols says, “revealed an unwelcome truth: 
the fun had turned lethal.” 

The fruits of drug addiction were not 
flower power and eternal bliss but deterio- 
ration and death. It is hard to imagine that 
Janis Joplin’s story can be read as anything 
except a warning. 

Jonathan Yardley’s e-mail 
yardley@twp.com 
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First novel leaves this reader satisfied 


@ Mother struggles to get 
along with daughter and 
find true love 


AMY AND ISABELLE: A NOVEL 
By Elizabeth Strout 
Random House, 320 pp. 


Reviewed by Reeve Lindbergh/Wahington Post 


novel, “Amy and Isabelle,” is about a 

mother and daughter who live to- 
gether in a small town and have nothing, 
yet everything, in common. 

With quiet humor and with a meticu- 
lously observant, benevolent eye, the au- 
thor deftly reveals, moment by moment, 
both the relentless mundanity and the sud- 
den beauty of everyday life. 

The setting is unpromising: a strangely 
hot summer in the late 1960s, ina mill town 
called Shirley Falls. There is a sulfureously 
smelly river, and there is the mill itself, 
where Isabelle Goodrow works as personal 
secretary to the boss, Avery Clark, whom 
she secretly loves. Isabelle is reserved by 
nature, impeccably dressed, and respected 
by her co-workers, a group more tolerant 
and less smolderingly judgmental than 
Isabelle’s own teenage daughter, Amy. 


Fieve Strout’s remarkable first 


Amy is a pretty girl with good grades and 
a “good” reputation, whose long, golden 
hair has been hacked short at the time the 
book opens. She despises everything about 
her mother, from Isabelle’s habit of getting 
her information from the Reader’s Digest 
to her devotion to her boss, “That dreadful, 
dried-up man,” to “The way her mother’s 
face was tilted on the end of her long neck, 
like some kind of garter snake.” 

Amy feels suspended within a perpetual 
nightmare of mother-daughter familiarity. 
Not only have the two women lived alone 
together since the day she was born, but 
Amy also has a temporary job in her mother’s 
office at the mill. 

The summer marks a period of proba- 
tion and intense emotional conflict for her. 
Amy was recently discovered necking in the 
woods with the substitute math teacher 
from her high school, “Mr. Robinson,” a 
bearded stranger who, after a confronta- 
tion with Isabelle about the incident, has 
left Shirley Falls. 

The story of the two women unfolds 
unassumingly, introducing a host of char- 
acters whose lives affect theirs: “Fat Bev” 
and the other women at the office, a casual, 
chattering, ultimately humanizing sister- 


hood for Isabelle; Stacy Burrows, Amy’s 
rebellious, pregnant friend; Avery Clark, a 
man so implausible as an object of devotion 
that an author with less ability could never 
convince us that Isabelle loves him. 

As a mother, Isabelle tries hard to under- 
stand the daughter who is repelled by her 
(and by whom, if the truth be told, she is 
also repelled). Smarting from Amy’s dis- 
dain, Isabelle visits a bookstore, determined 
to become a more literate person. She buys 
a copy of “Hamlet,” but finds the prince 
“melodramatic,” objecting above all to his 
words, “Frailty, thy name is woman.” 

“She didn’t like that particular line, and 
he was talking to his mother, for heaven’s 
sake. What did Hamlet know about being a 
single parent, losing the man you loved?” 
Trying again, Isabelle selects “Madame 
Bovary,” and perseveres doggedly to the 
end of the story, despite the teasing of 
fellow workers who start calling her “Ma- 
dame Ovary,” and despite her own sense, 
through tears of empathy over Emma’s 
sufferings, that Flaubert’s heroine has 
brought her doom upon herself. 

Emma Bovary is not a bad choice for 
Isabelle, whose strait-laced reticence con- 
ceals a complex and painful past of which 
her daughter is eritirely unaware. Slowly. 
during the humid exhaustion of the sum- 
mer, Isabelle’s constricted life unravels, 
and Isabelle herself comes loose, opening to 


a co-worker in need, to her daughter at the 
time ofa new and terrible discovery, to her 
own past, and to the possibility of a future 
for herself and for Amy. 

Like that other brilliant, quiet New York 
storyteller, William Maxwell, Strout is so 
skilled that to read her work is to be im- 
mersed in an unpretentious but absolute 
authenticity. Addressing the most minute 
and the most universal levels of under- 
standing, this writer always tells the truth. 

The power of Elizabeth Strout’s book lies 
partly in its almost bull's-eye-perfect rendi- 
tion of what we recognize as reality, whether 
in the high school classroom where “the 
black hand of the clock on the wall made a 
tiny click, and moved to the next number,” 
or in Isabelle’s perception, as she stares at 
the’ daughter she may have harmed 
unintentionally, that “all the love in the 
world couldn’t prevent the awful truth: you 
passed on who you were.” Beyond this, 
though, the author gives compassionate, 
unflinching attention to the act of courage 
that is ordinary life. 

She leaves for us the gift that all the truly 
great storytellers offer: in her own words, 
“a lingering warmth of human connection, 
the belief that one is not, after all, so very 
much alone.” 

Reeve Lindbergh has published a number of books 
for children and adults, most recently, “Under A 
Wing,” a memoir about her parents. 
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FleetCenter rocks at hip — hop concert 


@ Hard Knock Life 
Tour tears the roof off 
sold-out arena 


By VINNIE TITONE 
Arts Editor 


Ts FleetCenter was packed for what 
could be the greatest hip-hop tour 
ever. The tickets sold out in about an 
hour, and then all there was to do was let 
anticipation build until opening night. 

Entering the building, “Do What You 
Wanna Do,” by Southern based rapper Devin 
was bumping over the system. 

It was a thrill because it wasn’t the pop 
trash everyone expected to hear. 

There was no time to get comfortable — 
about ten minutes after finding our seats 
Redman and Method Man rushed the stage 


1. “No Scrubs,” TLC. LaFace. 
2. “Believe,” Cher. Warner Bros. 

3. “Every Morning,” Sugar Ray. Lava. 

4. “What’s It Gonna Be?!” Busta Rhymes 
(featuring Janet). FlipMode. 

5. “Heartbreak Hotel,” Whitney Houston 
(feat Faith Evans and Kelly Price). Arista. 
6. “Kiss Me,” Sixpence None The Richer. 
Squint. 

7. “I Still Believe,” Mariah Carey. Columbia. 
8. “Angel Of Mine,” Monica. Arista. 

9. “All Night Long,” Faith Evans (featuring 
Puff Daddy). Bad Boy. 

10. “Stay the Same,” Joey McIntyre. C2. 
11. “All I Have To Give,” Backstreet Boys. 


Campus Work Program. 


Campus visits by UMass Lowell 
Transfer Counselors are scheduled 
throughout the semester. 


locations, or more information 
on your transfer options, 


a 


makes the nu 


work 


Get the financial aid you need. 


UMass Lowell is committed to affordable, quality education. 


Earn while you learn, 


Choose from coops, internships, and a million-dollar 


Invest in your future, 


A four-year degree can boost your income by $10,000 a year, 
every year of your professional life. 


Learn how credits you've already taken 
could count toward a bachelor's degree. 


For more information on dates and 


call UMass Lowell at 978-934-3931. 


and started on “Big Dogs.” 

This was a great idea to have them 
perform together. At first, it was disap- 
pointing because it would have been nice to 
see them put on their own stage show. 

However, after the hour-long perfor- 
mance rocked the crowd, the idea seemed 
like genius. 

They balanced out songs by each other, 
moving from Meth’s “Suspect Chin Music” 
to Redman’s “Pick it Up.” 

They included their biggest hits with 
Redman’s “I’ll Be Dat” and Meth’s “Judge- 
ment Day,” each getting great ovations. 

The crowd seemed to save all its energy 
for the end, as the two superstars of under- 
ground hip-hop suspended themselves from 
the ceiling and floated around on a cord to 
their 1995 hit “How High.” 

It was an incredible performance, and 


1. “...Baby One More Time,” Britney Spears. 
Jive. 

2. “The Slim Shady LP,” Eminem. Web. 

3. “Fanmail,” TLC. LaFace. 

4.“The Miseducation OfLauryn Hill,” Lauryn 
Hill. Ruffhouse. 

5. “Come On Over,” Shania Twain. Mercury. 
6. “Americana,” The Offspring. Columbia. 
7. “Believe,” Cher. Warner Bros. 

8. “Wide Open Spaces,” Dixie Chicks. Monu- 
ment. ~ 

9. “Finally.” Blackstreet. Lil’ Man. 

10. “100% Ginuwine,” Ginuwine. 550 Music. 
11. “Whitey Ford Sings the Blues,” Everlast. 
Tommy Boy. ; 
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University of 
Massachusetts 
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Office of Undergraduate Admissions 
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the best part was it only got things started. 

The wait wasn’t long before DMX, the 
hottest rookie in rap ever, took the stage. 

It was obvious he was the most eagerly 
anticipated act of the night. The crowd took 
to him quickly. 

Every “X” he asked the audience to make 
with their arms was thrown up, and every 
“Where my dogs at?” was responded to by 
making the FleetCenter sound like a giant 
kennel. 

He ripped through “It’s All Good,” “Keep 
Your Shit the Hardest,” and “Ruff Ryder’s 
Anthem” (remix). 

The crowd recited nearly the whole per- 
formance word for word. This included 
“The Prayer.” 

He then went into his latest hit single, 
“Slippin’” as a downer for his hour-long 
adrenaline rush of a performance. 

Jay-Z was set to cap off the night. It was 
hard to imagine him doing as well, since he 
lacks the stage presence of the other acts. 

That fact coupled with most of the people 
in attendance didn’t know Jay-Z beyond his 
latest album, “Vol.2...The Hard Knock Life.” 

He got the crowd going with an intro of 
him and his crew running from the police 
to the show on the video screen above the 
stage. 

The excitement then turned to shock for 
about 75 percent of the crowd as Jigga 
opened with “A Million and One Questions” 
offhis second album, “In My Lifetime Vol.1.” 

The audience was like that for every 
song that didn’t come off “Hard Knock 
Life.” However, the other 25 percent were 
loving “WhereI’m From,” “Dead Presidents,” 
and “Can’t Knock the Hustle.” 

Jay-Z got them up and going when he 
moved into cuts off the new album. 
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Liberal Arts/ 


Broadcasting 


Learn what it’s like to work in the 
communications field, a choice which 
can lead to career opportunities in 
newspapers, magazines, publishing, 
television, radio and more 


Contact the Admissions Office today! 
or just try out a course next semester: 
- Journalism I & II 
- Broadcast Reporting 
- Television Production 
- Copy Editing 
Questions? Contact program coordinator Joseph T. LeBlanc at 


978-556-3391 or use email: jleblanc@necc.mass.edu 


The biggest response came when Jigga 
rose on a platform in the middle of the Fleet 
Center and started “Money, Cash, Hoes,” 
and it only got bigger when DMX took stage 
to rip through his verse. 

The night ended with Jay-Z’s biggest hit 
to date, “Hard Knock Life (Ghetto Anthem),” 
a song in which he samples a song from the 
play, “Annie.” 

During a verse where he says, “flow 
infinitely like the memory of my nigga 
Biggie,” he paused for a dedication to the 
deceased rapper on the video screen. 

The night was great. Perhaps the best 
part was Jay-Z alluding to the fact they'd be 
back. Hopefully, this incredible show will 
be back and soon, because everyone who’s 
a hip-hop fan deserves to see something 
this good. 


6é 


.. .and every “Where 

my dogs at?” was re- 

sponded to by making 
the FleetCenter sound 

like a giant kennel. 


Journalism 


An Option 
For the 21st Century 
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Low health!3 
Radio used to be a pretty good thing. The disc jockeys were 
‘knowledgeable, they spun some good songs, and they 
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would play new music from lesser-known groups. Fy In Z 
Now it appears the artists who sell the most records 2 Zz EG es, 

dominate the airwaves. ny ‘ CZ Genuin e = 
Tuning into any station today is just awful. : Fie furc t / 
If you’re into hip-hop/R&B then it’s Jam’n 94.5 on your ZZ A : 0a 


dial. For Top 40 there are many choices, the most popular 
being Kiss 108. And if you like rock, then the options are 
plentiful with WBCN, WAAF, or about 10 others. 

However, most of these stations are unbearable. The DJs 
either know nothing about what they’re playing, or they’re 
trying for shock value like Howard Stern. 

As a hip-hop fan I used to listen to Jam’n. That was until 
they caught on to Noreaga’s “Superthug,” DMX’s “Ruff 
Ryder’s Anthem,” and other songs by artists they- never 
used to play. 

These songs, which were the hot tracks of the summer 
of 98, are now in regular rotation a bit too late. 

Even artists like Jay-Z and OutKast are now in regular 
rotation even though they’ve been putting out superior 
products for years. The disc jockeys at the station probably 
haven't even heard of these artists prior to the one single 
they play, and will forget about them when they’re no 
longer on top. 

Many songs get played to the point they’re no longer 
bearable, and Lauryn Hill, TLC, Monica and Brandy are 
some of the many artists who are overexposed. 

Kiss 108 does the same thing with the artists they play. 
The disc jockeys here also pick up on songs after the fact. 

The Barenaked Ladies “Old Apartment” was played a few 
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what make artists novelty acts. 

N’Sync, The Backstreet Boys, Barenaked Ladies, and 
others will be thrown out of regular rotation the second 
pop trend is no longer popular, or they don’t live up to their 
trademark sound. 
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know about the bands and the material. 
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ARIES: (March 21-April 20) 
It’s time to let well enough alone. 
Learn to recognize when you ve done 
all you can, and move on. Hindsight 
is always 20-20, so learn from mis- 
takes and decide to do better next 
time. If you exercise a little pa- 
tience, your rewards will be evi- 
dent. i 
TAURUS: (April 21 - May 21) 
Love is‘everywhere during 
the week. Either a current 
love is rekindled or you may 
be in for a new attraction. In 
any case, the rules have 
changed, and even if with an 
old flame, the relationship is completely new. Being around 
positive people will lift your spirits. 
GEMINI: (May 22 - June 21) 
If the attitudes of others seem to be holding you back, 
it’s time to be a little more self-centered in order to get 


yourself back into the swing of what is good for you. Alittle . 


separation from others can be a good thing. Opportunities 
will abound, look for them. 

CANCER: (June 22 - July 23) 

You have a reason to be proud of your output and quality 
of work this week. Work will provide you with a welcome 
respite from other worries. If your attitude concerning a 
relationship does not seem to change, you may be looking 
at the situation from the wrong view. Don’t try so hard. 

LEO: (July 24- Aug. 23) 

If you have been running yourself ragged, preventative 
measures may be needed to keep your health up to par. 
Money is likely to be tight for the near future, but don’t let 
it stop you from making plans to get away on vacation. Your 
lover is an absolute joy to you. 

VIRGO: (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23) 

If you ponder over the “what ifs,” even more questions 
will arise. It’s not worth putting yourself through such self 
criticism. What’s done is done, and you can only resolve to 
do better next time. Your drive for perfection is unrealistic, 
for there is no such thing as perfection. 


LIBRA: (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23) 


If there is a change in plans this week, make the best of 


the situation. Something very promising may come of what 
seems to be a missed opportunity. Your love life is getting 
back on track, so-take the opportunity to work out details, 
and go slowly with your mate. 

SCORPIO: (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) 

Your hard work is not always noticed or appreciated by 
others. Whatever you do must satisfy you first - relying on 
others will keep you feeling disappointed. Sweet memories 
may cause you to look back on the past with a sense of loss 
and some regret — the good old days. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21) 

It just might come to blows with a loved one during this 
week. Give each other time to cool off before approaching 
the subject in a reasonable mood. Good news about money 
may lighten up your mood a bit. The way you use informa- 
tion presented to you pleases your superiors. 

CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20) 

Nature insists you follow the rules, but an acquaintance 
who is more of a free spirit, prefers spontaneity — learn 
from him. Don’t fall into the trap of judging others. 
Remember that you don’t know what motivates and influ- 
ences others to do what they do. Take a firm hand on money 
matters. 

AQUARIUS: (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19) 

Your personal brand of creativity is crying out to be let 


_ loose, allow time for this expression to take place, and 


don’t be too attached to producing immediate master- 
pieces. Ifa problem is backing you into a corner, focus your 
energies on diffusing it. 

PISCES: (Feb. 20 - March 20) Z 

Keeping your feelings under wrap will create the illu- 
sion of control If you take the risk of expressing yourself 
to a loved one, no one will care if you break down. It’s going 
to hurt falling down — but you are better off jumping in, 
instead of watching from a distance. 


IF THIS WEEK IS YOUR BIRTHDAY: Your creative ener- 
gies express themselves in very tangible ways. You tend to 
put down roots and build things which are meant to last. 
Your life work will always involve building and growing. 
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Wednesdays, March 31 — April 30 

Floor hockey 

Sport and fitness center, 12 — 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 14 

Spring jam 

Sport and fitness center, Haverhill, 11 — 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 14 

Student senate meeting 

Student center theater, Haverhill, 3-5 p.m. 
Friday, April 16 

International Festival 

Library conference areas A, B, and C, 3-5 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 20 

Self — defense class 

Room L244, Lawrence campus, 12 —- 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 21 

Spring Jam Lawrence 

Lawrence atrium, 11-1 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 21 

Student senate meeting 

Room L244, Lawrence, 3 — 5 p.m. 

Monday, April 26 

Wiffleball game 

Sport and Fitness Center, 12 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 28 

Student senate meeting 

Student center theater, Haverhill, 3-5 p.m. 
Monday, May 3 

Interclub council meeting 

Student center theater, Haverhill, 3 — 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 4 

Stress Buster 

Lawrence Atrium, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 5 

End of semester BBQ. 

Lawrence campus, 12-1 p.m. 

Wednesday, May 5 

Student senate meeting 

L244, Lawrence, 3 — 5 p.m. 


AVALON - Boston 

Eve 6 — April 20 

RZA — April 22 

FLEETCENTER — Boston 

R. Kelly — May 7 

Shania Twain — June 14 

FOXBORO STADIUM 

Dave Matthews Band — May 29 and May 30 
SUFFOLK DOWNS - Boston 

Guinness Fleadh (Hootie and the Blowfish) — June 19 
TWEETER CENTER (formerly Great Woods) — Mansfield 
Lenny Kravitz/Black Crowes — May 28 
WECN River Rave — May 30 

Kiss Concert 20 — June 5 

John Mellancamp — June 12 

OZZFest — June 16 and June 18 

Allman Brother Band — June 26 

Tom Petty ~ July 9 

Phish — July 12 and 13 

N’SYNC — July 24 and 25 

WORCESTER PALLADIUM 

Eminem — April 14 

Busta Rhymes — April 16 


BOO DOO0 BHO BOO 
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@ Limp Bizkit and 
Korn highlight new 
release 


By GEORGE WARD 
Arts Editor 


he Family Values Tour played 

to over 400,000 fans at sold- 

out shows this past fall, and 

tour creators Korn have released a 

compilation of performances from 
this tour. 

The Family Values disc contains 
performances by openers Incubus, 
Orgy, and Rammstein, as well as 
headliners Ice Cube, Limp Bizkit 
and Korn. é' 

Incubus leads off. They are an- 
other band following the footsteps 
of Korn and Limp Bizkit. Their 
song “New Skin” was nothing spec- 
tacular, with a hard core formula 
of crunched out guitars and barely 
audible vocals. 

Industrial rockers Orgy follow. 
Two of their three tracks are very 
similar to a Marilyn Manson song. 
“Dissention” and “Gender” are 
decent examples of 90s goth rock. 

The highlight ofthe three tracks 
is the popular cover of ’80s rock- 
ers New Order . 

“Blue Monday” is reworked 
with a goth flair and sounds much 
better than the original. Orgy by 
far is the best of the three opening 
bands. 

Co-headliners Limp Bizkit fol- 
low with three excellent tracks. 

The main deterrent is that only 
one of their original tracks is in- 
cluded. The exclusion of songs like 
“Counterfeit” is a huge negative 


for Bizkit. 

“Cambodia” is the lone origi- 
nal song that makes the compila- 
tion. It gives a good indication of 
what their album “Three Dollar 
Bill Yall” feels like. It was.a four 
minute thrash-filled track with 
blazing guitars and ast drum 
breaks. 


The other two tracks are Cov- - 


ers, but with a thrash tinge. 

A Limp Bizkit set wouldn’t be 
complete without the song that 
brought the band to the forefront 
of the hard-core scene, the cover 
of George Michael’s “Faith.” 

Next comes my favorite track 
on the disc, a cover of House of 
Pain’s “Jump Around.” The bass 
line is mind-blowing and the 
drums make you want to get up 
and dance. The irony is the DJ is 
former House of Pain turntablist 
DJ Lethal. His scratches are what 
give Limp Bizkit their notable 
sound. 

Vocalist Fred Durst also shows 
invaluable skills as an emcee by 
taking control of the crowd. 

The tone then changes to one 
of straight hip-hop with a pioneer 
of the hard core rap scene, Ice 
Cube. 

Cube’s three tracks include one 
of his biggest hits, “Check Yo Self,” 
which features a sample of the 
landmark rap song, “The Message.” 
This song is more popular and 
doesn’t have the hard core sound 
Ice Cube fans are accustomed to. 
This would have been even better 
ifit wasn’t cut off after two verses. 
The original was over four min- 


utes. 

The controversial track 
“Natural Born Killaz” fol- 
lows. This track was overly 
lame without original col- 
laborator Andre “Dr. Dre” 
Young. The beats are good, 
but it didn’t seem right with- 
out Dre. 

Cube’s tracks finish with 
an old school flavor with 
NWA hit “Straight Outta 
Compton.” 

This song pioneered the 
hardcore gangsta rap scene 
in the late ’80s and still 
shows hard core rap has 
some life left in it. 

German goth rockers 
Rammstein come next with 
their only song to receive 
American air play, “Du 
Hast.” ‘ 

The group’s shock-rock 
attitude is gimmicky and it 
is no wonder that “Du Hast” 
is Rammstein’s only song. 

Tour creators Korn show 
why they are the main draw 
of this tour. 

The band closes out the 
disc, starting with a six 
song medley spanning their 
three: albums, of which the 
first two received little or no pro- 
motion. 

It took a commercialized video 
for the final track, “Got the Life,” 
to propel this band to the level of 
popularity they deserve. 

The track “Twist/Chi” shows 
the true Korn. It is the same musi- 
cal style as the three others, but 
just seems different. It has a harder 
feel than the other tracks. 

“Freak on a Leash” is the other 
track from this band. It is the 


‘A ROCK WN’ ROLL EXTRAVAGANZA! 


second well-known single from 
their album “Follow the Leader.” 
It has less of a hard core feel, 
with a more rock/pop sound to 
it. 

This compilation shows the 
potential of this tour. The lead 
vocalists, especially Durst of 
Limp Bizkit, show great stage 
presence in firing the crowd up 
for their band’s sets. 


Artwork courtesy Epic Records 


“Family Values Tour 98” is a 
great album for anyone just start- 
ing to listen to one of these bands. 

It includes unreleased material : 
as well as many of each band’s hits. 
The subtitle of “a rock ‘n’ roll ex- 
travaganza” is fitting for this tour 
and disc. 


Contact George Ward by e-mail at 
GeorgeW8680@yahoo.com. 


Island music flowing to United States with summer tour 


@ Reggae music 
spawns summer 
club tour 


By DAVID COUSINS & 
RHODESON ST. BAZILE 
News Editor & Staff Reporter 


nce again we bring to you 
O the best choices of all the 

favorites in reggae music, 
whether its Roots, Lover Calypso 
or Dance Hall rhythms. Lets begin 
this jam session with the per- 
formers who are blowing up the 
charts. 

The “Sun, Fire and Water Tour,” 
was the hottest show New En- 
gland has seen in a long time, 
staging talent and purely diversi- 
fied groups, such as Bounty Killer, 


‘Upcomine Suows | 


Beenie Man, July 1 —- Boston 
Red Rat, July 12 — Boston 
Bounty Killer, July 23 - Newark 


WAS, Aug 1 — NYC 
Spragga Benz, Aug 12 - NYC 
Mad Cobra, Aug 17 — NYC 


“ Red Rat and Shabba Ranks. 


In the Roots category, the Band 
Burning Spear will be doing pro- 
motional concerts this summer at 
Peter Wellin Memorial Park. Bass- 
ist Mikal Jaheed said, “performing 
live is what makes my adrenaline- 
rise.” 

Their new album contains all 
their hits from the past 30 years. 
“The Best of Burning Spear,” is a 
compilation of six discs and in- 
cludes two free passes to their 
upcoming concerts. 

Another smash hit sweeping 
the hearts of the youth in the 
Islands and in the States is, “Who 
Do You Really Love?” by Virgin 
Islands own mega star, Quando. 

This ballad is about how one 
can get confused about the mean- 
ing of life and love. Be sure to pick 
up acopy of this passionate single. 

Many bands try every year to 
come up with an original sound. 
This is hard and we're seeing a 
change in the original art form of 
Soca, the original music of love. 

From Barbados we have three 
young kids altering this music in 
different ways. “WAS,” which 
stands for Willie, Andre, and Solid, 
one of the hottest Soca bands. 

With their hard core beat and 


catchy rhythms, this trio is some- 
thing to watch. Their CD is called, 
“Is It Time To Go Home?” 

“To all dance hall masses, hold 
on tight because the party will run 
all night.” 

This is the type of chanting 
phrase you can hear in this reggae 
explosion mix called, “Chatta To 
Mi Brutha,” a complete mega-mix 
ofthe newest compilation of shock- 
ing beats ever to hit the music 
industry. This CD won’t be out 
until the summer. 


Mr. Vegas’ new CD, “Ever So 


Wicked ” has been dubbed one of 
the hottest ever in Canada, the UK 
and the United States, and he is a 
link to many beginners whose 
music penetrates the Reggae in- 


dustry. 
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I burn like a fire 
left in the rain, 

As I run the 
race, yes I feel the 
pain. 


: “We ove your letters 
Drop them off in our student center newsroom or 


mail us at 
r@necc.mass.edu 


WRITING TUTOR, 
EDITOR 


Bradwell D. Scott, M.A. 


e Twenty years experience as educator, 
writer and editor — both academic and 


professional 


e Work with all students anywhere in 
Northern Ma. or Southern N.H. 


e Can work by phone, fax, or online 
e Competitive rates. Free consultation 


Contact me days, evenings or 
weekends: 


Office: (603) 329-4919 
Fax: (603) 329-7234 
E-mail: Brads@tiac.net 
Web Site: www.tiac.net/users/brads 


@ Trash talking and 
flagrant fouls in 
championship game | 


By RIAN MCFADDEN 
Sports Editor 


usic blared and emotions ran high. 
M Players warmed up by shooting 

hoops in anticipation of possibly 
winning the championship trophy. 

Students gathered at the Sport and Fit- 
ness center recently to watch the three-on- 
three basketball tournament, which began 
at the beginning of the spring semester and 
ended just last Friday. 

In the beginning there were 16 teams 
with names like The Barn Stormers, The Old 
Timers and The Bad Boys. 

The tournament was put on by Pam 
Santin and Sue MacAvoy. The players ranged 
from students who play for NECC to ones 
who have never played before. 

In the end it came down to four teams in 
the semifinals: The Fitness Club vs. Next, 
and The Bad Boys vs. Hard Knocks. 

Next stuck it to The Fitness Club, relying 
on quickness and outside shooting. Elvin 
Moldanado proved to be the key player for 
Next, scoring most of the teams points and 


posing a major threat from behind the 
three-point line. 

Tim Carroll’s strong rebounding and 
skills underneath weren’t enough to bring 
The Fitness Club into the finals. 

Hard Knocks, who were pitted against 
The Bad Boys, had to forfeit because half 
their team didn’t show. Despite one player’s 
persistent pleading to let his team play, The 
Bad Boys got the easy win to move to the 
finals. 

The Championship game was filled with 
emotion and was very physical. Numerous 
fouls were called and players were throw- 
ing themselves to the floor in an effort to 
grab loose balls. 

The Bad Boys took control in the begin- 
ning and made a run for it. Henry Evans was 
a dominating force for the Bad Boys, and 
Jeffery Jones was brilliant from both the 
outside and underneath. 

The Bad Boys may have become too 
confident, though, as Next answered, rack- 
ing up several two-pointers to make it aone 
point game. 

Maldanado carried Next once again by 
hitting a two-pointer and putting his team 
up by one. 

The game ended 23-21 when Eddie 
Rapuso scored the winning basket. 
Contact Rian McFadden by e-mail at 
rianmcf@hotmail.com. 


Rian McFadden photo 


AND THE WINNERS ARE: Eddie Rapuso, Elvin Maldanado and Javier Farseca show 
off their trophies after winning the 3-on-3 basketball championship. 


Pitching disappoints baseball team so far 


@ Number one 
pitcher out with 
possible fracture 


By RIAN MCFADDEN 
Sports Editor 


Te Knights opened their sea- 
son against Massachusetts 
College of Pharmacy in a 
double header, winning both 
games. 


The Knights came out swing- 
ing in the first game, beating MCP 


Haverhill 


* Secon. supplies 
*“BeEwWwhn 
*Ba&W paper oe 

‘ Developing | tanks — 


. ee 

* Same day developing 
* Special low NECC 
student pricing 


oe 


Conveniently located 
at Routes 110 & 125 
310 Main Street 
Haverhill, MA 


372-3280 


by 12 unanswered runs. The game 
ended after five innings because 
of the mercy rule, and Alex Mar- 
shal was the winning pitcher with 
seven strikeouts. 

Catcher Rob Prindle went two 
for two at the plate with two RBIs. 

The second game was a differ- 
ent story. Though the Knights pre- 
vailed, they-were down by at least 
eight runs at one point. 

“When you play a double 
header, it’s really hard to win two,” 
coach Peter Michel said, “Each 
game isa different game for sure.” 

Pat Gaffney started the game, 
but was replaced by Brian 
Thorndike after one inning. 
Thorndike, who pitched four in- 
nings, got the win for the Knights 
and struck out seven batters. 

Dan Halligan had the save, 
pitching the last two innings and 
closing out with three strikeouts. 

Halligan had four hits for the 
Knights and Prindle also had four, 
helping the Knights rally to a 14- 
11 victory. 

NECC went on to beat Newbury 
College as Halligan had a stellar 
performance both on the mound 
and at the plate. 

Halligan pitched five innings, 
striking out seven batters, and 
got the win for the Knights. He 
also had two hits and two RBIs, 
lifting the Knights to a 5-4 win 
over Newbury. 

Thorndike got the save, pitch- 
ing the last two innings. 

In their next outing, a double 
header against Naugatuck Valley 
Community Technical College, the 
Knights lost both games as a re- 
sult of poor pitching, giving up 
numerous hits. 

Michel expected pitching to be 
the strength this season, but hit- 


ting is the Knights’ strong point so 
far. The pitching has been less 
than acceptable. 

“Between the two games we 
left 18 runners on base. You just 
can’t do that,” said coach Michel. 

In the first game, Brian 
Thorndike took the mound, get- 
ting hammered and giving up five 
earned runs. Newcomer John 
Countie pitched the last two in- 
nings in a losing effort. 

The Knights were shutout 8-0. 

The second game, the Knights 
looked like a new team, scoring 
three runs in the first inning. Alex 
Marshal threw a complete game 
but lost, striking out only two 
batters. 

Halligan and Prindle each went 
two for three at the plate. 


Halligan has been a standout 
for NECC on both offense and de- 
fense. 

“Dan has been the most consis- 
tent (player), both hitting and 
pitching,” Michel said. 

Freshman Alex Marshal is out 
of the rotation for now because of 
a possible stress fracture in his 
upper arm. This only complicates 
matters since the pitching has not 
done well lately. 

The tight schedule is also a 
factor that can work against the 
Knights, since they have such a 
small squad. 

“We're going to have to space 
them (pitchers) out. We don’t have 
the luxury of numbers of kids who 
can throw seven innings,” Michel 
said. 


Use the fitness center more, 


@ Fitness center 
allows students to 
get in shape for free 


By LOREN KING 
Staff reporter 


ost students are not 
aware of, or don’t take 
advantage of the 


Wellness and Fitness Center. 

Heavy rock music blares at the 
fitness center, but.few are thereto 
hear. The windows are open to let 
the cool, spring breeze in. There is 
new paint on the walls, and a new 
blue rug was put down during 
Christmas break. 


Free weights, life cycles, Stair - 


Masters, Star Trac treadmills and 
cable TV with personal stereo head- 
phones, are just a small sample of 


the equipment. 

Some of the services offered 
include fitness evaluations to mea- 
sure body fat, exercise programs, 
seminars that focus on wellness 
and fitness, ab and aerobic classes, 
and nutrition workshops. 

_ Pete Tompkins from Derry N.H, 
is the fitness monitor at the cen- 
ter. His job is to supervise the 
students as they workout. 

If you don’t know how to work 
one of the machines, Tompkins is 
the man to go to. He’ll show you 
the proper way to use the ma- 
chines without ite gt or hurt- 
ing yourself. 

Tompkins feels students don’t 
take advantage of the free work- 
out facility. 

“For most people, it’s their first 
time hearing about it when they 
come in. It’s ashame,” Tompkins 


st 


David Cousins photo 
THE MAN IN CHARGE: Peter 
Michel hopes to take his Knights 
to the playoffs this SBERE. 


students say 


said. 

Only about fifty people show 
up to workout a day, and 30 per- 
cent of those people are men. 

“It's important that we keep it 
clean in here, it’s what keeps the 
women coming back. Why would 
they want to work on a machine, 
covered with sweat that a guy just 
got off of,” Tompkins said. 

“I was really impressed, when 
I first came to work out,” Kate 
McIntyre said, “I didn’t know how 
to work the machines. Pete came 
over to help and I ended up with a 
workout routine. He went through 
everything with me, from the set- 
tings of the seats to how much 
weight I should use. I get all the 
benefits ofa expensive fitness cen- 
ter, without the expense,” she said. 
Contact. Loreen King: by e-mail at 
observer@necc.mass.edu. . 


. 
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Floor hockey prospects good 


@ If you do not 
have anything to do 
between classes, 
play hockey 


BY STEVE FLAGG 
Sports Editor 


f you don’t have a stick to play 

with, it’s no problem. NECC 

will provide one for you. 

Intramural floor hockey is un- 
derway and has had a good turn- 
out. Flyers have been posted 
throughout the college and a sign- 
up sheet is available at the wellness 
and fitness center. 

“Much like the three-on-three 
basketball tournaments, students 
come down once a week and prac- 
tice,” Sue MacAvoy, assistant co- 
ordinator of athletics, recreation 
and intramurals said. 

MacAvoy’s job is to set up the 
nets, hand out sticks if needed, 
help form teams that will play in 
tournaments and assist partici- 
pants. 

“I brought my own stick with 
me, but Sue was here asking if 
anyone needed to borrow a-stick 
to play with,” said David Cloutier, 


a participating student said. 

As with every other sport, 
hockey is getting off to a slow 
start at NECC, but looks promis- 
ing. 
Eight people showed for the 
first practice and women have 
also shown interest. 

Although no women showed 
up, they have been inquiring about 
joining. 

“T didn’t find out about it (floor 
hockey) until today. I was on my 
way home when a friend asked 
me if l wanted to come down and 
play,” Cloutier said. 

“I saw a flyer last year, but 
didn’t have any time to check it 
out. This year I decided to play and 
so farit’s fun,” student Jason Sears 
said. 

Most of the players who showed 
up for the first practice have played 
hockey for surrounding schools 
like Haverhill and Dover. One 
player, Brian Kestner, played in 
New York, but for those of you 
who do not know how to play, 
don’t worry. 

“If there is someone who does 
not know how to play and wants 
to learn, I or anyone of the other 
players will be glad to show them 
how. The more people the better,” 
Sears said. 


SMACKING NECC’S BALL AROUND: Joe Belfiore takes a shot at 


the net in a practice game, with a few other students, in between 


classes. 


The students were having so 
much fun at the first practice they 
were unaware of the time and had 
to be notified. MacAvoy had to 
bargain with them to leave. 

“The team that scores the next 
goal wins,” she said. 

“If | wasn’t playing hockey I’d 
probably just be hanging out be-~ 
tween classes,” said Cloutier. 

They are going to have teams of 


three playing in tournaments 
soon. Lawrence students are ex- 
pected to put together teams as 
well. 

Competition is good and pros- 
pects are high. If you would like to 
join, just show up on Wednesdays 
between 12 and 1 p.m., sign a 
waiver form and have fun. 
Contact Stephen Flagg by e-mail at 
observer@necc.mass.edu. 


Shooting pool for a good cause 


@ Four NECC pool 
enthusiasts rack ’em 
up to raise money 


BY STEVE FLAGG 
Sports Editor 


rea colleges came together 

for fun and to help people 

with physical and mental 
disabilities live an independent 
life. 

The first annual Merrimack 
Valley Collegiate Pool Champion- 
ship & Jeanette Lee Exhibition was 
hosted at Haverhill’s River City 
Billiards recently. 

The ARC of Northern Essex 
County, Inc. is a foundation that 
helps people with mental and 
physical disabilities live normal 
and productive lives. 

They have joined forces with 
Jeanette Lee, the number-one 
ranked women’s professional bil- 
liards champion, to achieve their 
goal. 

.. Colleges like Northern Essex 
and Merrimack were encouraged 
to send four of their best pool 
players to raise money and bring 
home a trophy. 

The ARC contacted Sue 
MacAvoy, assistant coordinator of 
athletics, recreation and 
intramurals, to see if students 
would be interested in participat- 
ing. 

“I play down here (the Fitness 

center) a lot, and one day Sue 


asked me if I would be interested - 


in taking part. J thought about it, 
then figured it would be fun and 
for a good cause, so I signed up,” 


HEY, WHAT ARE YOU DOING TONIGHT?: Jeanette Lee poses 


y 


with NECC pool player Brad Pyle at River City Billiards. 


student Brad Pyle said. 

Four players from each college 
are asked to register with a fee of 
$25 or the equivalent in pledges, 
and if possible have people spon- 


sor them. Sponsors can be any-. 


one- parents, friends or relatives— 
who is willing to give money to 
the ARC for their efforts. 

“I think this was a good way to 
get our name out and raise money 
for a good cause, and have fun 
while doing it,” MacAvoy said. 

Zack Rizzo was the only NECC 
player to place in the tournament. 
He took fourth, which yielded a 
pool stick. ; 

“I got smoked in the tourna- 
ment, but I got to meet Lee, Rizzo 
didn’t,” Pyle said. 

Jeanette Lee is the national 
spokewoman for the foundation 
and she agreed to put on a demon- 


stration for the players and spec- 
tators. She also helped players. 

“Jeanette showed me an awe- 
some trick that I have been prac- 
ticing. She took a glass of water 
and a quarter. She placed the glass 
of water on the rim of the table 
then balanced the quarter on the 
bank of the table. She shot the cue 
ball at the quarter flipping it up 
and into the glass. I was so amazed 
with it, I have been trying to do it 
ever since,” Pyle said. 

In all, 12 players participated. 
Most were novices doing it for the 
cause. 

“All the people I met at the 
tournament were really cool and 
fun to be around. It was just an 
overall good time and tough com- 
petition. They are going to have 
this tournament every year and I 
plan to take part,” Pyle said. 


Taking a cue 
from the guys 


By DAVID CLOUTIER 
Staff Reporter 


S ara J. Eudenbach plays pool 


to beat men. And Valerie 
Lawler plays to have fun. 

Whatever the reason, more and 
more women are discovering bil- 
liards. 

The Billiard and Bowling Insti- 
tution of America reports that 2.2 
million Americans played pool at 
least once in 1997. 

Pool is a sport in which women 
can compete equally with men. 

“Tm not into any physical 
sports really, and I needed to kick 
men’s butts, and I decided to doit 
in pool,” said Eudenbach. 

Eudenbach doesn’t know what 
attracts her to the pool table. She 
says it is addictive and she plays 
three times a week. 

Matt Weitemeyer of Newton, 
N.H., thinks women enjoy pool 
because they have a level playing 
field with men. 

“I think pool is more a game of 
skill than strength,” he said. 

Pool combines skill and tech- 
nique. Both men and women can 
enjoy it. 

“This leads to great fun, but 
competitive play I think we can all 
appreciate,” Ann Marie Harder 
said, “Now all I need is a boy- 
friend!” 

Contact Dave Cloutier at 
observer@necc.mass.edu . 


Ray Bourque: 
1 more season 


® Stanley Cup 
would complete a 
perfect career 


ne more season. It seems 
() innate Actually, it 

seems unfair. I grew up 
watching Ray Bourque play for 
the Boston Bruins and now, just 
like that, he’s leaving? 

At the end of next season, the 
very backbone of the Bruins will 
be gone and watching them will 
never be the same. 

Bourque has been with the Bru- 
ins for 20 seasons, and I’ve ad- 
mired him ever since I was 8. I 
remember laying underneath the 
coffee table, watching Bourque 
work his magic on a huge console 
television. My father would be 
cursing at the opposing players as 
the rest of my family gathered 
around to watch “the game.” It 
was a ritual in my home. 

I remember the feeling I got 
when Bourque got the puck: 
“What’s he gonna do?” 

I expected every blazing slap- 
shot Bourque took from the blue 
line to go in. A lot of the time it did. 
If the Bruins were losing to the 
Canadiens late in the third period 
I would yell “Give it to Bourque!,” 
as if he would tie the game and 
bring it into overtime. A lot of the 
time he did that, too. 

So now, at 39, Bourque is sur- 
rounded by a new generation of 
players, and the days of his youth 
have all gone by, but unlike his 
youth, his talent has stayed with 
him. The same talent has brought 
him awards and honors, includ- 
ing an All Star MVP award for the 
1995-96 season. 

His career seems almost per- 
fect, but something is missing, 
something a player like Bourque 
needs to complement an outstand- 
ing career: the Stanley Cup. 

The Bruins have the potential 
to win the cup next year, and 
Bourque’s leaving should only in- 
spire them to work even harder. 

He deserves it. Harry Sinden 
should do everything in his power 
to help the Bruins win. 

Watching Bourque play re- 
minds me of my childhood. When 
I hear his name, there is meaning 
to it. It is a form of nostalgia. 

Next season will be Bourque’s 
last and I'll be watching from some 
dorm room, not my living room. 
And it will be me, not my father, 
cursing at the opposing team. 

I will try to grasp the feelings I 
had when I was eight, under the 
coffee table. And Raymond 
Bourque will try to grasp Lord 
Stanley’s Cup. 

Contact Rian McFadden by e-mail at 
rianmcf@hotmail.com. 
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-_ Arrs & EnTextaAInMENT 


e ‘Nothing On’ 


Physical acting with 
good comedy makes the 
play worth seeing 


By GEORGE WARD 
Arts Editor 


e Top Notch Players are continuing 
| to set the standard for drama at NECC 
with their latest production, “Noises 

Off.” 

“Noises Off” is a comedic farce that is 
based on the lives of a theater troupe pre- 
paring for and performing their play, “Noth- 
ing On.” 

The opening act sets the scene for the 
rest of the play. Act one portrayed the final 
dress rehearsal for the cast of “Nothing 
On.” 

The players come out talking in full 
British accents. Confusion reigns as a 
screaming voice erupts from the rear of the 
theater. The actors then talked to the man 
sitting in the back of the room. 

At first it could be assumed that the 
person yelling from behind is the Top Notch 
director. 

After a few minutes, the confusion clears 
and it is realized the voice is that of Lloyd 
Dallas, played by Matt Carr, and that “Noises 
Off” is a play within a play. 

“Noises Off” tells the tale of the first cast 
of “Nothing On.” The play itself contains 


Photo by George Ward many humorous scenes, but is confusing 


CAUGHT IN THE ACT: Mrs. Clackett (Ethel Spelvin) catches Garry and Brooke (Kurt Bergeron‘and Jane Danahy) in the Brent ‘hroughout. 


household. Garry and Brooke are using the Brent home for a quick fling while the Brent’s are in Spain. The Top Notch Players 
will stage the final performances of “Noises Off’ on April 16 and April 17. Curtain time ts 8 p.m. 


Mrs. Clackett — Ethel! Spelvin 
_ Llyod Dallas — Matt Carr 
Garry Lejune — Kurt Bergeron 
Brooke Ashton — Jane Danahy 
Poppy Norton-Taylor — Lyndsey Roberts 
Frederick Fellows — J. Mark Morrison 
Belinda Blair — Kirsten Moskowitz 
Tim Allgood — Eric Zagranis 
Selsdon Mowbray — Craig Ciampa 


Lo 
es 
* 
* 
oat 


Photo by George Ward 
DOUBLE TROUBLE: Flavia (Kirsten 
Moskowitz) looks back in confusion as 
two burglars, Selsdon (Craig Ciampa) 
right, and Tim (Eric Zagranis) left, enter 
the house.. The scene is a part of the play 
“Nothing On,” which is set within “Noises 


Off.” 


“Nothing On” continues with the en- 
trance of the rest of the characters on stage. 

The other constant issue throughout the 
play is the complications with doors. This 
was written into “Noises Off.” The doors 
never do what the actors want them to do. 
They either won’t shut or end up ajar after 
the actors repeatedly try to close them. 

The best performances are turned in by 
Craig Ciampa, (Selsdon Mowbray), and J. 
Mark Morrison (Fred Fellows). 

Ciampa portrayed Selsdon as a theater 
veteran with an insatiable appetite for li- 
quor. The troupe is constantly trying to 
keep him from falling off the wagon. 

Fred Fellows is the owner of the house in 
“Nothing On.” He endures extreme punish- 
ment through the physical abuse his char- 
acter takes. He spends a good amount of 
time running around the stage with his 
pants around his ankles. 

Multiply that abuse by three, because 
the format of “Noises Off” is Act I of “Noth- 
ing On” three times. The high point of the 
play is the final scene, where everything 
falls apart. The cast of “Nothing On” is 
visibly stressed out and sick of each other 
after three months of traveling with the 
play. Everyone misses cues and falls out of 
their “Nothing On” character. Chaos en- 
sues as three different men, all playing 
Selsdon, crawl through the front window at 
the end. 

From the slapstick comedy, to the talk of 
infidelity and illegitimate pregnancies, ev- 
erything is presented in a humorous man- 
ner. The Top Notch players do a good job 
with a very physically exerting play. 
Contact George Ward by e-mail at 
GeorgeW8680@yahoo.com. 
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THE TAX MAN 
COMETH: Phillip finds 
he is being pursued for 
for tax evasion for the 
government upon his 
return home (above). 


MASS CONFUSION: 
Brooke stands on the 
window seat after 
missing a cue, as the 
rest of the cast looks on 
in horror (left). 


